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Mr. T. then renewed his motion; but it did 
not prevail. 
TREASURY NOTES. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the House to take 
up the bill to extend the time of the act author- 
izing the issue of Treasury notes till May, and 
to issue the unissued balance. 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
the rules; which prevailed without a division. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, and the 
question being upon its passage, 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, called the at- 
tention of the House to the fact that the Admin- 
jstration were striving to carry out this system 
of paper pacrence: 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that this bill 
only authorized the issue of the balance not is- 
sued under the act of last session. It was, in 
fact, nothing more than to carry out the intention 
of that law, which was rendered the more neces- 
sary from the suspension of one of the southern 
deposit banks, and the loss accruing in the cus- 
toms from the shipwreck of the three New York 
packets. 

Mr. MENEFEE should not oppose the bill, 
but its necessity showed the fallacy of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state of 
the finances. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired if this bill had 
been originally introduced at the desire of the 
Treasury Department? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, in reply, stated that the 
Secretary of the Treasury, at the commencement 
of the session, had asked Congress for the pas- 
sage of this measure. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
BIDDLE, PICKENS, RHETT, BELL, HAL- 
STED, LYON, and POTTER; when 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS demanded the pre- 


vious question; but withdrew it at the suggestion 


of 

Mr. STANLY, who made a few remarks in 
opposition to the bill, and, having concluded, 
renewed the motion for the previous question, 
which was seconded by the House, and the main 
question ordered. 


Mr. GRAVES moved a call of the House; 


which was ordered, and proceeded in for some 
time; when, 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, 


all further proceedings in the same were dis- 
pensed with. 


The question now recurring upon the passage 
of the bill, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were 
—yeas 102, nays 88; as-follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Borden, 
Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Cambre- 
leng, Casey, Chaney, Cleveland, Connor, Crary, Cushman, 
Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Evans, 
Farrington, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, 
Glaseock, Grantiand, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hamer, Har- 
nson, Hawkins, Haynes, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, 
Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Lo- 

n, Loomis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, 

bert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Miller, Montgom- 
ery, Moore, Morgan, Murray, Noyes, Palmer, Parker, Par- 
menter, Parris, Paynter, Pearee, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Piumer, Potter, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Reed, Reily, Rich- 
ardson, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Saltonstall, Sheffer, 
Sheplor, Stuart, Swearingen, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, 

anderveer, Webster, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atexander, Heman Allan, Aycrigg, Bell, 
Biddle, Bond, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Carter, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, 
Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dunn, Elmore, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Giddings, Goode, James Graham, William Gra- 
han Graves, Griffin, Halsted, Hawes, Heary, Hoffman, 
aobert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William 

. Johnson, Kennedy, Lewis, Marvin, Sampson Mason, 
aury, May, Maxwell, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitch- 
one Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Peck, Pickens, Potts, 
~ feeant 8. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Ren- 
os Rhett, Robertson, Russell, Sawyer, Augustine H. 

hepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, 
{uation Taliacerro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Un- 

twood, Albert $8. White, John White, Lewis Williams, 
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| Sherrard Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, and 


Yorke—88. 


So the bill was passed. 
| On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the title of the 
same was so amended as to read, ** An act to re- 
| vive and extend” the act authorizing the issue of 
| Treasury notes. 
| On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, the House 
| then adjourned. 
| 





IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, February 19, 1839. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT presented the cre- 
| dentials of Hon. Revert Witttams, elected by the 


| Legislature of Maine, a Senator from that State, 
| for six years, from the 4th of March next; which 


were read. 
Mr. CALHOUN presented the credentials of 
| Hon. Tuomas H. Wituiams, elected by the Le- 


to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
nation of Hon. James F. Trotter; which were 
read. 
Mr. W. was then qualified, and took his seat. 
MEMORIALS. 


Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial from 
| the Governor of the Territory of lowa, asking 
| Congress to authorize the seat of Government of 
| that Territory to be located on the public lands, 





| that purpose; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 


American Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, asking Congress to promote the ob- 


Committee on the Library, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of sundry 
| inhabitants of Charles county, Missouri, who 
propose to emigrate to Oregon Territory, and ask- 
ing a grant of land therein; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of a number of citizens of 
Padueah and McCracken counties, Kentucky, in relation 
to the claim of Francis A. Harrison, on the files of the last 


session, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial and 
joint resolution of the Legislature of the State of 
Michigan, requesting Congress to make appro- 
priations for the completion of the public and 
| military roads commenced by the United States 
| in that State while she was in her territorial con- 
| dition. 

In. presenting these papers, Mr. N. said that 
the Legislature of Michigan had correctly stated 





| that, in consequence of the commencement of | 
the roads in question by this Government, a | 
| number of persons had been induced to purchase | 
and settle on the public lands along the routes of | 
The settlers near their lines are, in | 


these roads. 
| fact, very numerous. ‘Their purchases were made 


in full confidence that the roads would be fin- | 
ished. The Legislature justly consider that this | 


| Government was bound to redeem the faith which 
itpledged tocomplete them. Again: the Legisla- 
ture of Michigan represent the greatimportance of 
Mackinac asa military post. It was known to be 
so by all military gentlemen at all acquainted with 
the country. It was situated in a secluded posi- 
tion, inaccessible in winter, without any road 
leading to it, unless Congress should prosecute 
to completion that which they had commenced 
at Detroit, seventy miles of which only had been 
made. In every view of the subject, it appeared 
|%0 him that the request of the Legislature de- 


served immediate attention and compliance on || 


| the partof Congress. Without further remarks, 


he moved that the memorial and joint resolution 





special attention of that committee to the subject, 


gislature of Mississippi,a Senator from that State, | 


/in the county of Johnson, and to make agrantfor | 
Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of the | 


jects of said society; which was feferred to the | 


be referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- || 
nals,and printed. And he begged to call the || 
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so interesting to Michigan, and so important, in 
a military point of view, to the nation. 

Mr. LYON said he desired to call the attention 
of the Senate to the fact that, at the last session 
of Congress, he had introduced a bill to provide 
for the completion of the roads referred to in the 
memorial, by giving to the State of Michigan the 
usual percentage of the net proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands in that State, from the time 
when her constitution was formed to the time 
when she received it under the act supplementary 
to the act providing for her admission into the 
Union, which was about one year, This w as, in 
his opinion, the best mode of making provision for 

; the completion of these roads and closing up all 
the works of this description begun by the Geu- 
,eral Government within the limits of thé State, 
The bill passed the Senate, but failing to receive 
the action of the other branch of Congress, it did 
| not become a law. He again introduced it, at an 
early period of the present session, and hoped for 
a more favorable result; but, contrary to what he 
thought the people of Michigan had a right to 
expect, there was found to be a majority of the 
| Senate against it, and it was laid on the table. 
Though the bill proposed to give to Michigan 
precisely whatevery other new State in the Union 
| had received, and no more, it was voted down; 
and among those whose votes were found recorded 
against what appeared to him so reasonable a 
| proposition, were Senators from some of the new 
States which had received, not only what was 
‘asked by the bill, but millions upon millions of 
the public money besides, for similar objects. 
The bill was defeated, and now something else 
must be done. He was determined not to relax 
his efforts to effect the object he had in view, so 
long as he should retain his seat in the body, and 
if he could not do it in one way, he would try 
another. He observed a bill on the table to pro- 
vide for the completion of certain military roads 
in the State of Arkansas, and as that State seemed 
to fare rather better than his own, he designed, 
| at a proper time, to offer an amendment to that 
bill, which would provide for the completion of 
|| the military roads in Michigan also. 
‘| The motion to refer and print the memorial was 
|| then agreed to. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT INDIAN KEY. 
Mr. NORVELL said that, a few days ago, he 
had been induced, by a gentleman in whose word 
he supposed he could confide, to present a memo- 


: from W. A., Whitehead, in reference to the 


establishment of a port of entry at Indian Key, 
in Florida. It was printed on his motion, ie 
had subsequently ascertained that the memorial 
contained a very gross attack upon another gen- 
deteaht Teveee leBareon Smith,) of whose char- 
acter he entertained a very favorable opinion. He 
received the memorial as he was coming into the 
|| Senate, and, in reply to a question propounded by 
him on the occasion, he was. assured that it was 
perfectly respectful in its language. He never 
would, knowingly, permit this body to become 
the medium of calumny upon the character of any 
man. As the only course by which he could rem- 
|| edy the evil of which he had been the unconscious 
agent, he moved that the memorialist have leave 
to withdraw this memorial from the files of the 
|! Senate, and that the Committee on Commerce be 
'| discharged from its further consideration. The 
|| subject of Indian Key asa port of entry would 
| still be before the committee upon other memo- 
rials and papers. 
The motion was unanimously agreed to. 


j 
\} REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
‘|| Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Rev- 


} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
j 


| olutionary Claims, to which was referred the fol- 
| lowing bills, reported the same without amend- 
i} ment: 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 
|, Sampson; 

| An act for the relief of Nicholas Plehan; 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel Plumb; and 
An act for the relief of Major Tarlton Wood- 
i gon. 


| 
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Mr. HURBARD, from the Committee on | on its passage, and resulted in the affirmative— 


Claims, to which was referred an act for the re- 


lief of Return G. Brown, reported the same with- || 


i} 


out amendment. 

Also. an act for the relief of Ebenezer A. Les- 
ter, reported the same without amendment, and 
with a recommendation ngninst its passage. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, | 
to which was referred the following bills, reported 
the same without amendment: 

An act for the re'tef of Woodburn Potter; and 

An act for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez. | 

Also an act for the relief of the legal represent- | 
atives of Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris, | 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
against its passage. 

Mr. Y., from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, to which was referred the petition of 

,» asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and that the petitioner have 
leave to withdraw his papers; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred a bill for the relief of the 
Washington County and St. Genevieve Railroad 
Company, reported the same without amend- 


ment. {| 


Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on Indian 


Affairs, to which was referred a bill for the relief || 


of the Choctaw Indians, made an unfavorable 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the foilowing bills, reported 
the same without amendmen: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Dr. James H. Cheears; 

An act for the relief of Andrew Rembert; 

An act for the relief of William Traverse; 

An act for the relief of Adam Smith; and 

An act for the relief of Thomas Sinnard. | 


Also, the bill for the relief of Cornelius Tiers, || 


with an amendment. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred the following bills, reported | 
the same without amendment: 


An act for the relief of E. H. Williams, ad- | 


ministrator of H. W. Crouch; 

An act for the relief of John L. McCarty; and | 

An act for the relief of Frederick Richmond. 

Also, the act for the relief of Garret Vieit, with 
a recommendation against its passage. 

Mr. M., from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of Samuel R. Slaymaker, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the petition of Hugh A. Craw- 
ford, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the following bills, reported | 
the same without amendment, and with a recom- | 
mendation against their passage: 

An act for the relief of Jacob Galencia; and 

An act for the relief of Robert Milnor and | 
John Thompson. 


“U y i | ; . 4, 4 
Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Roads | the motion, ‘* Shall the main question be now | 


put??? which were ordered, and were—yeas 110, | 


and Canals, to which was referred an act to au- 
thorize the construction of aroad from Dubuque, 
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yeas 25, nays 18; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houa, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Commecticut, Walker, Wall, 
Wittiams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, * lay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, Merrick, McKean, Morris, Pren- 
tiss, Rives, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Webster, and White—18. 


INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 


The bill relinquishing the reversionary interest | 


_ of the United States to certain Indian reservations, 


was taken up. 

The question being on the engrossment of the | 
bill, it was decided in the negative—yeas 4, nays 
30; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Lyon, Smith of Indiana, Swifl, and | 
Young—4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown,Calhoun, | 
Clayton, Crittenden. Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, Knight. Linn, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, | 
tugele-, Sevier, Spence, Strange, Walker, Wall, Webster, | 
White, Williams of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, and 
Wright—30. 


The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, February 19, 1839. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
business of the morning hour, being the report | 
of the select committee on the public lands, and 
the motion of Mr. Rosperrson to recommit the 
same with instructions. 

Mr. PARKER, who was entitled to the floor, | 
addressed the House until the expiration of the 


hour, in reply principally to the remarks of Mr. || 


Hannison. 
{His remarks will be published hereafter. ]} 


NAVY BOARD. 


Mr. MALLORY asked unanimous consent to 
take up the following resolution, offered at a pre- 
vious day: 

Resolved, That for the more effectual execution of the 


ministerial duties of the Navy Departnent, the Secretary 
of the Navy be directed to report to this House, at the com- 


| mencemeut of the next Congress, a plan for the reorganiza- 


tion of this braneh of the public service, adopting as the 
basis of his plan the Civision of those duties now performed 
by the board of commissioners, and their assignment to sep- 


| arate bureaus. 


Objection being made to its consideration, 


Mr. MALLORY moved a suspension of the | 


_ rales; which the House agreed to do, by a vote 
of 83 for it to 44 against it. 


Mr. M. then moved the previous question. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to lay 


the whole subject upon the table; and upon that | 


| motion 


in the Territory of Lowa, to the northern bound- || 


ary of the State of Missouri, and for other pur- 
poses, reported the same without amendment. — | 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on | 
Revolutionary Claims, to which was referred an | 


act for the relief of the legal representatives of || 


Captain Joshua Huddy, reported the same with- 
out amendment, 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, to which was referred the petition of John 


Mr. DROVGOOLE demanded the yeas and 
nays; but the House refused to order the same. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay upon the table, and decided in the negative. 

The question then recurring upon the motion 
for the previous question, it was seconded by the 
House. 


Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays on 


nays 72; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, | 
Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Bronson, | 

| Buchanan, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John Camp- | 
bell. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleve- | 
land, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushman, Davee, | 





| 
| 
| 
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Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, Puy 
nam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher. Ridgway, Robin 
son, Rumsey, Russel, Saltonstall, Shields, Sibley, Slade. 
Stanly, Stnart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillingha.’ 
Toland, Albert 8. White, Join White, Sherrard Wiiliaygs’ 
Christopher Il. Williams, and Yorke—72. ps 

So the main question was ordered, and the ros. 
olution was adopted. 


LANDS IN TENNESSEE. 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS asked the House to 
take up and consider Senate bill entitled * Ay ao 
to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue gran; 
and perfecttitles to certain lands therein deseriljed 
and to setile the claims to the vacant and unap. 
propriated lands within the same.”’ 

Objection being made, 

Mr. W. moved a suspension of the rules for 
that purpose; but the House refused. 





TREATY WITH WINNEBAGO INDIANS, 
| Mr. EVERETT asked leave of the House to 


offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to Jay 
before this House a statement of the proceedings of his Dy 





|| partment in the execution of the first and second provisions 
| 
| 


| of the fourth article of the treaty of Ist November, 1807, 
with the Winnebago Indians, and copies of all correspony- 


ation received relating to any speculation or alleged mis. 

conduct of any person or persons employed in the execy. 
| tion of said provisions; and copies of all correspondence 
relating thereto. 


| 
1 
| 
} ence felating thereto; aud also, a statement of any infor. 
| 


Objection being made, 

Mr. E. moved a suspension of the rules for 
that purpose, and upon that motion demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 127, nays 43. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. EVERETT having intimated that he did 
not wish to consume the time of the House by 

debating the proposition, 
| Mr. PARKER moved to amend the resolution 
by adding the following: 

And that the report made on the subject by the Com- 


missioner of Indian Affairs, and decision of the Secretary 
thereon. 


Mr. EVERETT accepted it as a modification, 
and the resolution as thus modified was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, the House 
granted the Committee of Claims the privilege of 
holding its sessions during the sittings of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Department of the Treasury, 
in compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 14th ultimo, transmit- 
ting a communication of F. R. Hassler, inclosing 
so much of his survey as relates to the harbor of 
New Haven, Connecticut. 
| On motion of Mr. INGHAM, it was laid upon 

the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TURNEY asked the House to take up 
and consider the bill to revive a former act for the 
payment for horses lost in the Florida war. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. T. moved to suspend the rules for that 
purpose; which, however, the House refused to 
do. * 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The House then resolved itself into the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Bans in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill. 
The question immediately before the commit- 
tee was the motion of Mr. Crary to strike out 











' 





De Graff, Dromgoole, Dunn, Edwards, Farrington, Isaac i] from the bill the appropriation for the Navy 


Fletcher, Galiup. James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, 
Goode, Grant, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Herod, Holt, Howard, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Klingensmith, 


| Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, James 


MevValla, asked that the petitioner have leave to || 


withdraw his papers; which was agreed to. 
USEFUL ARTS. 
The bill in addition to an act to promote the 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 
The bill for the armed occupation and settle- 


| 
| 
1 
useful arts was read the third time and passed. | 
| 
| 


mated discussion, in which Messrs. MORRIS, | 


DAVIS, CLAY of Kentucky, and SMITH of |, 


Indiana oppeme the bill, and Messrs. BENTON 
on? LINN advoeated it, the question was taken 





' 





M. Mason, Martin, Maury, McKay, Robert McClellan, 
Abraham MecCitellan, McClure, Menetee, Miller, Montgoin- 
ery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Mortis, 
Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Penny- 
backer, Petrikin, Pickens, Potter, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, 
Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Sheplor, 
Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, Titus, Turney, Underwood, 
Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Lewis Williams, Jared W. 
des garr Joseph L. Williams, Word, Worthington, and 
fell—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 


ao "= || W. Allen, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
ment of Florida was taken up; and after an ani- || 


houn, Johu Calhoon, Chambers, Corwin. Cranston, Crock- 
ett, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Evans, 
Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, 
William Graham, Granuland, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Ing- 
ham, Heury Johnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, Marvin, Sampson 
Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Naylor. 





| Board. 
| Mr. KENNEDY, who was entitled to the 
| floor, said he was pleased that the House had, 
since he obtained it, shaped for itself another 
| course, by adopting the resolution calling for 2 
| report of a plan from the Secretary of the Navy, 
at the next session, for reorganizing this board, 
and therefore rendered it unnecessary for him to 
say much as to the particular motion before the 
House. He thought the course adopted was the 
most appropriate one. Mr. K. then went on (0 
| review the policy of the past and present Admin- 
| istration, and denounced it in unmeasured terms. 
| Mr. HOWARD then obtained the floor, and 
| said, as a friend to the Navy, he returned his sit 
cere thanks to the gentleman from Michigan for 
the interest he evinced in hurrying forward the 
| proposition; and, instead of being ‘rebuked on 
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account of the section of tountry from which it 
came, a8 had been done by some gentlemen, he | 
merited their thanks. 

He then went on to reply, at length, to his col- 
league, (Mr. Kennepy,] in vindication of the 
Administration. He referred to the essential 
services Which that gentleman had rendered in 
breaking down the administration of John Q. 
Adams, which he had just eulogized, and the |. 
great talent he had evidenced, and had devoted, || 
to bringing into existence the administrations of |, 
General Jackson and Martin Van Buren, which || 
he had just denounced in such unmeasured terms. | 


1} 


He looked upon the violent struggle of the Oppo- 
sition for the Presidency, as the prolific source | 
from which sprung all the evils of the present day | 
which his colleague (Mr. K.] complained of. He 
then referred to the tariff question, which, he 
feared, instead of being settled with a single eye 
to the interest of the country, would be pressed | 
into requisition to subserve party ends, and in- 
stanced the periodical attempts to agitate that 
question just preceding the past presidential elec- 
tion. He referred to the question of limitation 
to the term of service of the Presidency, which 
had been spoken of by the gentlgman from Ken- | 
tucky, (Mr. Unperwoop,] and intimated that he 
would be in favor of a limitation to one term of 
six years. He then examined the charge of pro- 
scription, which had been so frequently rung in 
the ears of the party, and referred to the large 
number of the Opposition in office in the State he 
in part represented, and elsewhere, and reviewed | 
the course pursued by the Opposition where they |, 
had the power. 

Mr. KENNEDY briefly rejoined. 

Mr. BRONSON said that, at the suggestion of | 
many gentlemen who were friendly to the amend- 
ment itself, but who did not consider this as the 
proper time to press it, and especially since the 
passage of the resolutior of this morning rendered 
further action at this time unnecessary, he would 
withdraw the amendment he had offered; and he 
withdrew it accordingly. 

Mr. SLADE proposed to amend the bill by in- | 
serting an appropriation of $9,000 to cover the out- | 
fit and salary of a diplomatic agent to Hayti. 

Mr. BRONSON asked if the amendment was 
in order? 

The CHAIRMAN ruled it not to be in order 
until that part of the bill was reached in which it 
was proposed to be inserted. 

The reading of the bill now proceedéd. At the 
end of page 17, Mr. BRONSON moved to insert 
the following proviso to that part of the bill ap- 
propriating to the contingent fund of the Supreme 
Court of the United States: 

Resolved, however, That no part of this appropriation 
shall be applied by the marshal of the District of Columbia, 
or any other officer, to pay the clerk of the Supreme Court 
for copies of records of suits pending before the Supreme 
Court in which the United States are interested ; and that, 
hereafter, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the said court | 
to furnish the Attorney General, or other counsel of the 
United States, the necessary printed copies of records in 


suits pending in said court in which the United States are 
interested, without charge or compensation therefor. 


Mr. ADAMS was understood to say that the 
proposed amendment was out of order, as it went || 
to alter a standing law in an appropriation bill, | 
and also on the ground that a similar proposition | 
had been already rejected by the House. 
_Mr. BRONSON complained of certain prac- | 
tices of the Clerk in charging the Government for || 
printed copies of papers which had been printed | 
and already paid for by the United States; and I} 
contended that it was an abuse which had grown | 
up, and ought to be put an end to. He believed | 
there was no law upon the subject. | 

After some further remarks by Mr. ADAMS 
to prove the amendment out of order, I} 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said it was competent | 
to amend the bill to limit the object of a certain | 
appropriation, and referred to various precedents | 
where the committee had sanctioned that course. || 
He said the money appropriated to meet the | 
expenses of suits, &c., had been erroneously | 
and corruptly applied, and the amendment to re- | 
ee it to its legitimate application was rightand | 

roper, 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amend- 
ment was in order. 

Mr. BYNUM obtained the floor, and, wishing 
to reply to the remarks of Mr. Kennepy, it 








| 


\ 
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being late in the day, moved that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. TURNEY wished the committee, by con- 
sent, to take up the bill to pay for horses taken 
from certain volunteers in the Florida war by 
order of their officers; but the committee refused 
to take it up. 

The committee then rose—ayes 80, noes 45— 
and reported. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, the House 
adjourned. 


INSSENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 20, 1839. 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced a com- 


_munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
| tinga report from the chief of the topographical 


bureau, with accompanying documents, made in 
answer to the resolution of the Senate of the llth 
instant, on the subject of the operations for in- 


| creasing the depth of water at the mouth of the 
| Mississippi; which, 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, was laid on the 


table, and ordered to be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 


| nication from the president of the convention 
lately held of the people of Florida, for the pur- 


pose of forming a constitution and State govern- 

ment; which was referred to the Committee on 

the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
Screw Dock Company of the city of New York, 


| praying permission to import, free of duty, cer- 


tain iron to be used in the construction of their 
dock; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. LYON presented the joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Michigan, instruct- 
ing their Senators, and requesting their Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, to use their best exertions 
to procure the passage of a law allowing them to 


locate other lands in lieu of those granted them 
| for their university,and which have been claimed 
| as preémptions by actual settlers; also instructing 


them to endeavor to procure the passage of a law 
continuing the preémption rights of deceased set- 


tlers to their widows and children; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr, L. also presented a joint resolution of the 
| same, on the subjectof an appropriation for build- | 
| ing a light-house and pier; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of the northwestern part of Missouri, 
praying for the establishment of a new land office; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of a num- 


ber of citizens of Geauga county, Ohio, on the || 


subject of the neutrality law of last session. 
Mr. A. said these citizens complain of the se- 


|| vere provisions of that law,and of the manner in 


which they have been executed. They also com- 


| plain of the destruction of the Caroline and her 


crew by British soldiers, acting under the author- 
ity of the British flag. They express the opinion 
that that was an outrage which the dignity and 
honor of this country require should be answered 
for. They desire the repeal or essential modifica- 
tion of the neutrality act, and that such measures 


may be taken by our Government as would efface | 


the stain inflicted by the burning of te Caroline. 
He had heretofore presented several memorials 


on that subject, which had been referred to the | 


Committee on Foreign Relations, and he asked | 


that this memorial might take the same direction. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations accordingly. 
Mr. NORVELL presented the joint resolution 
of the Legislature of Michigan, asking an appro- 
priation for the construction of a steam revenue 


Ei GLOBE. 


195 


Mr. ROBINSON presented the joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Hlinois on the subject of the 
establishment of a surveyor general’s office in that 
State; which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed, : 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Reynell Coates, who states that he was one of 
those selected for the scientific corps to be attached 
to the exploring expedition, and relinquished a 
profitable business for that purpose; but by the 
final arrangements he was left out, and asked for 
remuneration; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affuirs. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from mer- 
chants, mechanics, and traders of the city of 
Philadelphia, for the erection of a new custom- 
house in that city; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FULTON presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Arkansas, praying for the passage 
of a general preémption law; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, two memorials on the subject of military 
roads; which were referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of Henry 
Lucas and A. P. King, asking for the value of 
property taken from them by the officer command- 
ing a detachment of regular troops on their march 
to Florida; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of Jean 
Baptiste Coms, praying permission to locate two 
hundred arpens of land in lieu of the same quan- 
tity of which he has been deprived by the Gov- 
ernment; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which the same had been re- 
ferred, reported the bill No. 335 from the House, 
with an amendment; which was read. 

Also reported, without amendment, the bills 
from the House for the relief of John Dawson, 
Polly Leonard, Henry Stoker, and William 


| Walker. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the following bills, 


reported the same without amendment: 


An act for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Jarvis, deceased; 

An act for the relief of John Bovey, of Ar- 
kansas; 

An act for the relief of David Ballentine; 

An act for the relief of Thomas M. Burland; 

An act for the relief of the children and heirs of 


Sebastian Scroufe, late of Ohio, deceased ; 


An act for the relief of Robert M. Roberts, or 
his legal representatives; 

An act to grant to the counties of Lee, Des 
Moines, Jackson, and Dubuque, in the Territory 
of Iowa, land to aid in erecting county buildings. 

Also, an act for the relief of the heirs or legal 
representatives of George C. Withers, with an 
amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which had been referred the bill 


' making grants of public lands to certain States 


for purposes of internal improvements, reported 


| the same without amendment. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the same com- 


mittee was discharged from the further consid- 


eration of the petition of certain citizens of War- 


' saw, Missouri, asking the establishment of an 
| additional land office. 


Mr. LINN observed, that in consideration of 


‘the lateness of the session, he did not object to 


the motion; but he should take the earliest oppor- 
tunity at the next session of pressing this subject 


|| on the attention of the Senate. 


cutter to navigate the lakes of Erie, St. Clair, and | 


Huron; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MORRIS presented several petitionsfrom || 


citizens of Ohio, all praying for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and moved 
that they be received. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the motion to re- 
ceive them was Jaid on the table. 


| 
t 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 


‘tary Affairs, reported a bill making appropria- 
‘tions for certain military and 


eographical sur- 
veys; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. : 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the bill from 
the House making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1839, reported the same with- 


| out amendment, and gave notice that he would 


| call up the bill at an early hour to-morrow. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Com- 








t 
A 


are 


aes 


agg de mngevae 


; 
s 
. 
. 





196 


mittee on Naval Affairs, to which was referred | 


the petition of the widow of John R. Shaw, late 


a purser in the Navy, asked to be discharged 


from the further consideration thereof; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. RIVES, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

JAIL FOR WASHINGTON. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the bill to pro- 
vide for the erection of a new jail for the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, was 
taken up; and after some remarks from Messrs. 
BAYARD, NILES, MORRIS, CALHOUN, 
WRIGHT, and KING, the bill was, by gen- 
eral consent, laid on the table. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 
Mr. TALLMADGE, on leave, introduced a 
bill to authorize the canceling of certain deben- 


ture bonds on the exportation of coal; which was 
read twice and referred. 


Mr. HUBBARD, on leave, introduced a joint | 


resolution for the relief of Pearson Cogswell, late 
marshal of New Hampshire; which was read 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
REPEAL OF SALT DUTY. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the resolution 
to print certain documents in relation to the salt || 


duty was taken up and adopted. 


INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 


The bill to prevent the interference of certain 
Federal officers with elections was taken up; and 


Mr. CUTHBERT addressed the Senate at | 


some length, and with great force and ability, in 

opposition to the bill; after which it was passed 

over informally, Mr. CaLtnoun giving notice of 

his intention to address the Senate on the subject. 
MRS. MIRA ALEXANDER. 

The Senate then took up the bill for the relief 
of Mrs. Mira Alexander, on its third reading, 
and, after a debate, in which it was supported by 
Messrs. CRITTENDEN, WALKER, LINN, 
and WHITE, and opposed by Messrs. NILES, 
CALHOUN, PIERCE, HUBBARD,and KING, 


the question was taken; and the bill was decided | 


to be rejected—yeas 18, nays 19; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentacky, Clayton, | 


Crittenden, Fulton, Linn, Merrick, Norvell, Rives, Roane, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Walker, 
Webster, White, and Young—18. 


NAYS—Meesasrs. A len, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- 


bama, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Swift, Wall, Williams of Maine, and Wright—19. 


The vote having been announced, 


Mr. TALLMADGE rose and said that he had | 
voted in the majority, and his name did not appear | 


on the Journals as having voted at all, and desired 
to have the Journal corrected. 

Mr. WRIGHT and several other Senators de- 
clared that they had distinctly heard the Senator 
from New York answer to his name, voting in 
the affirmative. 

A discussion then ensued, in which the propriety 
of making this correction was involved, Messrs. 
CALHOUN and HUBBARD contending that 
the vote having been announced, the subject 
was passed from the Senate; while Messrs. 
WALKER, TALLMADGE, WEBSTER, and 


others, contended that it was the duty of the 


Chair to correct the error the instant that it was || 


discovered, 
Mr. KING suggested that the correction could 


be made by the unanimous consent of the Senate, | 


and hoped that this course would be taken. 


The debate was further continued by Messrs. | 


WALKER, KING, WRIGH'I, CLAY of Ala- 
bama, TALLMADGE, SMITH of Indiana, 
DAVIS, and SMITH of Connecticut. 

The decision was then unanimously made by 
the Senate that the vote should be corrected. 


The name of Mr. Tatitmapce wasagain called, | 


who answered ** ay. ‘x 


‘The VICE PRESIDENT then announced the 
vote as standing 19 in the affirmative and 19 in 


the negative; and, after a feeling and interesting 


eulogy on the services and character of George 


Madison, gave his casting vote in favor of the 
bill, ° 


‘The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepvespay, February 20, 1839. 


Mr. PARKER resumed his remarks on the | 


report of the select committee on the public lands, 


_ and in opposition to the distribution scheme pro- || 
posed by Mr. Roserrson, going at large into a | 
variety of statements demonstrating the inequal- || 


ity of that measure upon the old States. ‘Mr. P. 
having concluded, 


Mr. YELL obtained the floor, and delivered 
his views on the subject. Mr. Y. said he occu- 


| pied what he termed a migdle ground between 
| Mr. Harrison and Mr. Ropertson. 
| ence to the proposition of the former, his State 


In refer- 


had signed the contract with the General Govern- 
ment; and whether she had made a bad bargain 


' or not, she would abide by it, and ever would do 


so, as far as he had any influence, though he 


| would not say Mr. H.’s resolution was wrong in 
| the abstract. 


| reply to Mr. Ropertson; and, without conelud- 


Mr. Y. then went into a general 


ing, gave way for the orders of the day. 


‘The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


| munication from the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, transmitting a copy of a com- 
twice, and, with the accompanying documents, || 


munication addressed to that office by the Exec- 


| utive of the State of Ihnois, on the 4th instant, 
_inclosing a oe oe a preamble and resolutions || quorum. 


passed by the 0 
present session, setting forth the importance of 
establishing a surveyor general’s office within 
that State. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, the same was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, to which the bill upon that 
subject had been committed, and it was ordered 


_ to be printed. 


Mr. CASEY renewed his request to the House 


| for permission to submit the resolutions present- 
_ed by him on Saturday last, in relation to the 
| non-selection of the banks of Illinois as deposito- 
| ries of the public funds. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said there were too many 
** whereases’” by four in this proposition, and he 


| therefore objected to its reception. 


Mr. CASEY then, for the second time in his 


| life, must move a suspension of the rules; but the 
| motion did not prevail. 


Mr. DOWNING, on leave, presented the pro- 


_ ceedings of the converition of Florida for the for- 


mation of a State constitution; which was laid on 


| the table, and five thousand extra coyes ordered 


to be printed, 

Mr. TURNEY made an ineffectual effort to 
call up the bill to revive the act to pay for horses 
lost in the Florsda war. 

Mr. NAYLOR asked leave to make a report 
from the select committee appointee to investigate 
the conduct of Commodore Elliott, while com- 
manding in the Mediterranean. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, objecting, 

Mr. N. moved a suspension of the rules; lost— 


| 87 to 50; not two thirds. 


Mr. CONNOR, on leave, moved the withdraw- 
al of the papers in relation to the claim before the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 


again went into the Committee of the Whole on 
|| the state of the Union, (Mr. Banxs in the chair.) 


The question immediately pending was the mo- 


tion of Mr. Bronson to limit the appropriation of 


money for the contingent expenses of the Supreme 
Court, 

Mr. BYNUM addressed the committee at 
length in reply to Mr. Kennepy’s speech of yes- 
terday, and went into a general defense of the 
administration of General Jackson, from the as- 
saults of that gentleman. As soon as Mr. B. had 


got through, 


| BILL® PASSED. 





egislature of that State at its || 














gp February 


21, 


On motion of Mr. BRONSON, the threo fol. 
lowing bills were taken up, read a third tine 

| and passed: P 

A bill making provision for a court-house in 
Duval county, Florida; 

A bill granting to the judge of the supreme 
| court of Lowa the same compensation as by law 
| is given to the judges of the supreme court of 
Wisconsin; pat 
| A bill making a donation of land to the Terri. 

tory of Iowa, for the purpose of erecting public 
| buildings thereon. 
| 
| 


LAW LIBRARY FOR FLORIDA. 


An act making an appropriation for purchasin 
a law library for the use and benefit of the Le 


~~ 
gis- 


|| lative Council and court of appeals of the ‘Terri. 


| tory of Florida, was taken up, on the motion 
| made on the 12th of February to reconsider the 
| vote by which it was rejected. 

| The bill was opposed by Messrs. STANLY 
,and HALSTED, and briefly advocated by Mr, 
| BRONSON. 

| Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
| to lay the motiap to reconsider on the table, upon 
| which motion the vote was—ayes 60, noes 58; no 


On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 21, 1839., 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
| nication from the Postmaster General, transmit- 
ting the annual statement of contracts made by 
that office; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. NORVELL presented the joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Michigan, asking for anap- 
propriation for the construction of a marine hos- 
pital at Detroit; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of George 
Gates and others, legal voters of the town of An- 
| trim, New Hampshire, praying for the abolition 
_ of slavery in the District. 

Mr. P. said that the memorial came to him, ac- 
companied by a letter from a highly respectable 
clergyman, residing in his native county. The 
letter says: 

“ Though we are aware that your views may not corre- 
spond with those of the petitioners, they have no doubt of 
your readiness to present arespectful petition, coming from 
any portion of the citizens of New Hampshire.”’ 

It is certainly no task to present the memorial; 
and yet [ cannot, in justice to my own convic- 
tions of duty, comply with the request without 
expressing my deep regret that these petitioners, 
many of whom I am sure are actuated by pure 
motives, should so far mistake their own moral 
responsibilities, and the power and duty of Con- 
gress in relation to this subject. 

I do earnestly hope that every honest man who 
has sincerely at heart the best interests of the 

| slave and the master, may no longer be governed 





by a blind zeal and impulse, but be led to examine 
| this subject, so full of delicacy and danger, in all 
| its bearings; and that, when called upon to lend 
| their namés and influence to the cause of agita- 
' tion, they may remember that we live under a 
| written Constitution, which is the panoply and 
protection of the South, as well as the North— 
that it covers the entire Union, and is equally a 
 Someete for the unmolested enjoyment of the 





domestic institutions of all its parts; and, I trust, 
further, that they will no longer close their eyes 
| to the fact that, so far as those in whose welfare 
they express so much feeling are concerned, this 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS obtained the floor, | forcigw interference has been, and must inevitably 


ported. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


and on his motion the committee rose and re- || conunue to be, evil, and only evil. Having, on 


|a former occasion, expressed my views some- 
what at length, [ will not detain you further than 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- || to notice an erroneous statement which has been 


lowing message from the President of the United 


| States: 


To the House of Representatives : 


I transinit a report from the War Department in relation 
to the investigations had by the commissioners under the 
|| resolution of July 1, 1836, upon the sales of the reservations 


of deceased Creek Indians. M. VAN BUREN. 


W asuinoton, February 19, 1839. 


|| made, and a thousand times repeated, with re- 
gard to my own course and that of the repre- 
| sentatives of New Hampshire in both Houses of 


| Congress. We have been charged with having 
denied the right of petition; and, although the 


| charge is wholly without foundation, I have no 
‘doubt that, from its frequent repetition, it may 


hav 
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have had an influence upon the minds of many 


honest and prnatic, men. So far from having 
denied, we have uniformly asserted and main- 
tained this right. But afterdeclamation and ar- 

ument had been exhausted on both sides of the 

uestion; after the memorials had been referred 
to a select committee during the Twenty-Fourth 
Congress, and an elaborate report sent forth to 
the American people—we thought it our duty to 
take such a course with petitions of this char- 
acter as would enable Congress to proceed with 
the consideration of subjects of necessary and 
jegitimate legislation. The whole question since 
that period has been one with regard to the dis- 
position of memorials when received; and no de- 
nunciation or false representations will drive us 
from a course demanded alike by a‘vegard for the 

roper and necessary legislation of Congress, the 


rights of the South, and the interests of the whole 
country. After the declarations which have come 


from high sources during the present session, in 
both sol of the Capitol, [ am encouraged to hope 
that the agitation of this question in New Eng- 
land for political purposes will cease; that there 
will be no more attempts to deceive and excite 


the people by inculcating the impression that | 


their right to petition has been invaded. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, 
the question of reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of 
upwards of one thousand citizens of the State of 
Louisiana, praying for the repeal or modification 
of the naturalization laws; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 
dry pilots of the river Delaware and shipmasters 
of the port of Philadelphia, in relation to the har- 
bor of Chester; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition of citizens of 
the State of New Jersey, praying for the erection 
of a light-house at Little Egg harbor; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SD BAe poeotates the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of the town of Burlington, Illinois, 


praying for the establishment of a new post route; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported unfavorably on several bills from 
the House that had been referred t@the same 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Thomas H. Perkins, of 
Boston, on the ground that there are no docu- 
ments on the files of this or the other House in 
support of the claim. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill making ap- 


propriations for the erection of public buildings | 


in Florida, and the bill to revive and extend the 
act authorizing the issue of Treasury notes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to which 
was referred an act for the relief of the represent- 
atives of Ann Levacher Van Brun, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the petition of Joseph 
Shaw, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which the subject of claims for dep* 
redations in Florida had been referred, reported 


James Williams, deceased; 
ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred an act for 
the relief of the setilers upon the Salt Lick res- 
#ervation in the western district of Tennessee, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Com- 
Mittee on Pensions, to which was referred the 
following bills, reported the same without amend- 
Ment, and with a recommendation against their 
passage: 

An act for the relief of Gideon Sheldon; 


n act for the relief of the executors of Robert 
icFarland; and 


which was read, and 


THE CO 





An act granting a pension to John F. Wiley. 
} 
| Mr. W. also, from the same committee, re- 


ported an act granting a pension to John Clark, 
| without amendment. 


DEATH OF EDWARD WIER. 


| Mr. KING said he rose to presenta resolution 
in consequence of the melancholy death this 
| morning of one of the officers of the Senate, 
(Mr. Edward Weir.) But yesterday, (said Mr. 
K.,) he was among us, discharging his duties ap- 
parents in good heaith and spirits—to-day he 
vad passed that bourn from whence no traveler 
returns. He would not dwell on the faithful 
services of this officer while he was among us: 
they were well known to the members of this 
body. He rose simply to present a resolution 
that the Senate would attend the funeral of their 
deceased officer, at half past three o’clock to-mor- 
row, and that the expenses of his funeral be paid 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 
The resolution was read, and unanimously 
agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, the Senate 
| went into executive session, and after a short 
time spent therein, the doors were reopened. 
Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
Postmaster General be directed to report to the Senate what 
drafts on banks having public funds on deposit have been 
|| protested since the Ist day of January, 1837; the amount 
| of public money in deposit in each bank at the time of each 
protest; and whether, in any ease, such protests have been 


| made in violation of special arrangemeuts, and, if so, what 
those arrangements were. 


OWNERS OF THE ALLEGHANY. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the owners of the ship Alleghany was ordered 
| to be laid upon the table—ayes 21, noes 14. 
| SECURITY OF THE PUBLIC MONEY. 
| The bill for securing the public money in the 
| 


} 
| 


| 


hands of collectors and agents of the Government, 
and the punishment of defaulters, was taken up 
'on its third reading; and, after some remarks 
|from Messrs. WEBSTER, HUBBARD, and 
WILLIAMS of Maine, 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, submitted a motion 
|| to recommit the bill to the Committee on Finance, 
| for the purpose of having it amended so as to 
| embrace the principles of Mr. Riyes’s substitute; 
land, after some remarks from Mr. C. and Mr. 
WRIGHT, the question was taken by yeas and 
| nays, and decided in the negative, as follows: 
| WYWEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Foster, 
| Knight, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Rug 

gles, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Web- 
| ster, and White—16. 

NAYS= Messrs. Allen. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, Mor- 
ris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Rob- 

| inson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Wall, Wil- 
liams of Maine. Wright, and Young—25. 





being taken on the passage of the bill, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 28, nays 15; as 
follows: 





of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Wall, 
Wright, and Young—28. 


Davis, Foster, Knight, MeKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Rob- 


| White—15. 


| of public defaulters. 


| acts respecting the judicial system of the United 
States;’’ and 


The bill to authorize the selection of lands for 
the benefit of the University of Michigan, instead 
of other lands heretofore selected; 


: tion to Navy pensions; and 


Watker, Williams of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, | 


¢ | On motion of Mr. YOUNG, the title of the bill | 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of || 


other officers and agents in the employment of | 
| the United States, prohibiting the admission of | 
| certain offsets in suits against the debtors of the | 
| Government, and to provide for the punishment | 


he bill entitled **A bill in amendment of the | 


The bill to repeal certain acts respecting Navy 
pensions, and making further provisions in rela- || 
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The bill to authorize the Washington County 
and St. Genevieve Railroad Company, in the 
State of Missouri, to construct a road through 
the public lands, . 
were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to explain and amend the fifth section 
of the act passed the 30th of June, 1834, for the 
better organization of the United States Marine 
Corps, was taken up and discussed by Messrs. 
RIVES, and WILLIAMS of Maine; and, with- 
out coming to any action thereon, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, February 21, 1839. 
As soon as the Journal was read, 
The SPEAKER announced the 
business of the morning hour. 
Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, said he rose 
to a question of privilege, which would take pre- 


cedence over all other business, and he would 
offer the following resolation: 


unfinished 


Resolved, That this House proceed to inquire: 1. Whetb 
er ALEXANDER Duncan, a member of this House from the 
State of Ohio, be the author of a certain publication or pub 
lications, under his name, in relation to the proceedings of 
this House, and certain members thereof, published in the 
Globe newspaper of the 19th instant. 2. Whether, by said 
publication or pi.blications, the said ALEXANDER Doncan 
has not been guilty of a violation of the privileges of this 
House, of an offense against its peace, dignity, and good 
order; and of such gros-ly indecent, ungentlemantly, dis 
gracetul, and dishonorable misconduct, as renders him un 
worthy of his seat in this House, and justly liable to expul- 
sion from the ssme. 


Mr. YELL inquired if he was not entitled to 
the floor on the report of the select committee on 
the public lands? 

The SPEAKER replied that he was, but that 
a question of privilege overrode everything else. 

‘Mir. YELL asked the gentleman to postpone 


his motion until the expiration of the morning 
hour. 


Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, said he could 
not consent todo so. Mr. P. said, that as this 


was a very important question, he would movea 
call of the House. 


The call was ordered nem. diss. 
On the first call of the roll one hundred and 


| twenty-five members answered to their names, 


others having meanwhile come in, and one hun- 
dred and forty-six were announced as being 


| present. 


| The debate was further continued by Messrs. || 
| TALLMADGE and NILES; and the question 


| save the trouble of proof. 


|| contained in it. 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay || 


NAYS—Measrs. Bayard. Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, | oe ; 
; | the indignation of the House. 
bins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Swift, ‘Tallmadge, and | 


The doors were then closed, the absentees 
again called, and excuses rendered. After some 
time, ‘ 

On motion of Mr. HALSTED, the call was 
dispensed with. 

The publication in the Globe of the 19th in- 
stant was then read at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, then pro- 
ceeded to comment at length upon the language 
used by Mr. Duncan, stating that, in doing so, 
he should consider the publication as a forgery 
and a false libel, and not regard it, for the honor 
of the House, as authentic. 

Mr. DUNCAN interposed, and said he would 

say, sir, that I am 
the author of that publication, and of every word 


Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi replied, how- 
ever, he should still proceed to comment upon 
the language as if the avowal had not been made; 
and he went on to contend that its use merited 
expulsion, or some potent mode of exemplifying 
Either under the 
code of honor, or the legal code, he was equally 


‘| unworthy of a seat there; and Mr. P. argued 
| both these 
was so amended as to read, A bill further to pre- || 


| scribe the duties of collectors of the cuftoms and | 


ositions at large. 


Mr. JENIFER followed on the same side, and 


| appealed to the advocates of the anti-dueling law 
| to sustain the affirmative of the proposition before 


the House; for he insisted that Mr. Duncan’s 


' conduct had rendered him amenable to that law. 


| their object was the same as Mr. 
| ence to Mr. S.’s printed speech, he maintained 


Moreover, Mr. J. contended, also, that those who 


| had certified to the fact of the time occupied b 


Mr. Sranty in his reply, were equally guilty, if 
.s. In refer- 


that the gist of it was uttered on the floor, though 


| the delivered speech was, in the opinion of him- 


self, and thirty or forty members besides, more 


violent than the published one. 
Mr. J. inquired if the gentleman from Ohio had 
so insulted the gentleman from North Carolina as 











i 
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to be evident to every one within hearing, would 
not the Chair have called him to order? 

Mr. CONNOR, who had temporarily occupied 
the chair at the period referred to, explained that | 
he had called Mr. Duncan to order 

Mr. JENIFER asked the gentleman whether 
he considered’it a personal insult ? 

Mr. CON NOK had called the gentleman to order 
for disorderly language; but whether it was a per- | 
sonal insult or not did not fall within his consid- | 
(ration. 

Mr. JENTPER having concluded, 

Mr. DUNCAN obtained the floor, and ad- 
dresacd the House at some length in explanation, 
gong to show that the languageaised toward him | 
jully warraned his own in retort, 

Mr. GRAY, aftera few remarks, which will be 
given with the debate, moved to lay the resolution 
on the table, 

Mr. ‘TILLINGHAST demanded the yeas and | 
nays; which, being ordered, were—yeas 83, nays 
91; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Bickuell, Bird-all, 
Brouson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreieng, Join Campbell, 
Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Crary, 
Cushman, De Graff, Drowngoole, Elinvre, Farrington, Fry, 
Gallup, Glascock, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, 
Harrison, Hawkins, Holsey, Holt, Howard, William IL. | 
Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Klingensmith, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, Martin, Mc- 
Kay, Robert MeCleilan, Abraham McClellan, Miller, Sam- 
uel W. Morris, Murray, Owens, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, 
Payuter, Pennydacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plu ver, | 
Pouer, John HH. Prentiss, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Spen- 
cer, Swearingen, ‘Thomas, Titus, ‘Turney, Vail. Vander 
veer, Wageoer, Webster, Jared W. Williams, Worthing- 
ton, and Yell—s3. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Alexander, John W. Allen,Aycrigg, Bell, 
Biddle, Bond, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Join Calhoon, 
William B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Clark, 
Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing. Dar- | 
lington, Dawsou, Davies, Deberry, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, | 
Everett, Richard Fietcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gid- | 
dings, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Halsted, | 
Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Hoffman, Jeniter, Henry Johnson, | 
William ©. Johnson, Kennedy, Legare, Lincoln, Matiory, | 
Marvin, Sampson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, 
Menetee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Nay- | 
lor, Noyes, Ogie, Pearce, Pope, Potts, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, 
Rariden, Randolph, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shields, Sibley, Stuart, Stratton, Tal- | 
jiaterro, Thompson, ‘Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Underwood, Al- | 
bert S. Whice, Joon White, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, | 
Sherrard Willams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. | 
Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—¥1. 


So the motion to lay on the table was decided | 
in the negative; and the debate was further con- | 
tinued by Messrs. MENEFEE, PRENTISS of 
Mississippi, and GRAY. 

Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, offered a res- 
olution, in substance, as a modification of the one 
first introduced, ** That, as ALEXANDER Duncan | 
had avowed himself the author of the publication | 
in the Globe, (naming the article,) he be and is 
hereby expelled the House.”’ 

Mr. LEGARE suggested the propriety of the | 
gentleman moving it in the form of an inquiry. 

Mr. ADAMS said, as an inquiry he might be 
prepared to vote for it, but the substitute involved 
a question as to the constitutional power of this 
House to expel a member. 

Mr. PRENTISSen, as it did not appear to 
meet the approbation cf his friends, withdrew it. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs, | 
PRENTISS of Mississippi, GRAY, WISE, and 
PARRIS, who moved to lay the whole subject | 
on the table, and upon that motion the yeas and 
nays were ordered, 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a call of the House; | 
which was not ordered. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table, and decided as 
follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Bran- 
son, Buchanan, Cambreleng, Joon Campbell, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushman, Davee, 
De Graff, Dromgoolr, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Glas- 
cock, Grant, Grav, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Har- 
rison, Hawkins, Holsey, Holt, Howard, William H. Huuter, 
Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Joinson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kilingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Logan, Loomis, Martin, WeKay, Robert McClellan, Abra- 
ham MeCictlan, Montgomery, Moore, Samuel W. Morris, 
Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, 
Payuter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, 
John H. Prentiss, Reily, Richardson, Rives, Robertson, 
Sawyer, Sheffer, Sheplor, Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, ‘Toucey, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—9!. 

NAYS — Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allan, John W. | 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Williaim | 
B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. Campbel!, Carter, ' 
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Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, | 
Crockeit, Curtis, Cushing, Darlingion, Dagvson. Davies, 
De-berry, Dennis, Dann, Edwards, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, t/iddings, 
Goode, James *-raham, William Graham, Grennell, Hal- | 
sted, Harlan, Harper, Henry, Herod, Uoffman, Hopkins, 
Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Willian C. John- 
son, Kennedy. Legare, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Samp- 
son Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Ogle, Peck, Pope, Potts, Sergeant 8S. Prentiss, Putnam, 
Randolph, Kencher, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, 
Saltonstall. Sergeant, Sibley, Slade, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, 
Taliaterro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland. Albert 8.White, 
John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrard Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—1v1. 

So the House refused to lay it upon the table. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
TOUCEY, WISE, and GRAY. 

Mr. THOMPSON obtained the floor, and 
moved the following as a substitute for the ori- | 
ginal resolution: 

Resolved, That ALexanper Duncan, a member of this 
Hone, having avowed himself the author of an article pub- 
lished in the Globe of the 19th instant, grossly libelous of 
honorable members of this body, the said ALExanDER Den- 


CaN be reprimanded by the Speaker in the presence of the | 
Hou-e. 


The debate was further continued by Messrs. | 
THOMPSON and GLASCOCK; when, 
On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the House | 
adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Frivar, February 22, 1839. 


As soon as the Journal was read, 

Mr. ROBINSON rose and said: Mr. President, 
I present, and ask to have read and printed, two 
joint resolutions of the Legislature of Illinois— 
the first, that it is not the true policy of the Uni- 
ted States to establish an Independent or sub- 
Treasury system; the second, instructing the Sen- 
ators and requesting the Representatives of the | 
State in Congress to vote against the adoption of 
any such system. With the greatest respect and | 
most profound deference for the opinion of the | 
majority of the Legislature whose vote passed 
the resolutions, the system they reject, so far at 
least as keeping the public money is concerned, 
is, in my humble opinion, not only the true, but 
the best policy; and it is my firm conviction that 
such is the decided opinion of a majority of the 
voters of Illinois, and such I take to be their un- 
qualified expression, as evinced last August in | 
the result of the election for Governor, Lieutenant | 
Governor, and members to Congress. Yet it is | 
possible | may be mistaken, and it is not for me | 
to go behind the instructions; that is an account | 
those who give them have tosettle. If they were | 
elected to give them, or their constituents are for | 
them, they have done right; if neither, the instruct- | 
ors will be instructed. 1 have only to add, my po- | 
litical creed forbids disregard to the legitimate in- 
structions from the body whose voice honored me | 
with a seat here. Their will, not mine, be done, | 
and upon them rest the responsibility. 

The resolutions were then read, and ordered to | 
be printed. 
' 





Mr. R. observed, whilst up, he would also pre- 
senta joint resolution of the same Legislature, 
containing instructions to the Senators and a re- | 
quest to the Representatives of the State to use | 
their best exertions to have the Constitution so | 
amended as, after the 4th of March, 1845, no per- | 
son shall hold the office of President of the Uni- | 
ted States longer than four years in any term of | 
eight years; which he also moved be read and | 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition of a large | 
number of citizens of Erie county, New York, | 
praying that wheat may be imported from Can- | 
ada free of duty, for the purpose of being manu- | 
factured Into flour and exported; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial from William Dickinson, of | 
the Territory of Wisconsin, asking remuneration 
for losses sustained on contracts; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented three petitions from | 
citizens of Warren, McLean, and Tazewell coun- | 
ties, Illinois, praying for the establishment of mail 
routes; which were referred to the Committee on 
Claims, 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented a petition from 


Samuel T. Harrison, praying the refundment of | 


certain duties; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. | 





x 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr.WALL, from the Committee on the Judi. 
ciary, to which was referred an act to incorporate 
the Washington Manual Labor Society, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili. 
tary Affairs, to which was referred a resolution 
of the Senate instructing them to inquire into the 
propriety of making appropriation for defenses 
on the northeastern frontier, reported a bill for 
the erection of certain military defenses jn the 
State of Maine; which was read, and ordered tog 
second reading, 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the re. 
lief of George G. Johnston, reported it without 
amendment, and with a recommendation against 
its passage. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which was referred a memorial 
of Henry Hall Sherwood, on the subject of elec. 
tro-magnetism, made a report thereon; which was 
read, and five thousand extra copies of the report 
and memorial ordered to be printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. KING, on leave, and in pursuance of no. 
tice given, introduced a bill for the relief of John 
H. Jacobs; which was read a first and second 


time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


The bill to fix the minimum price of lands ac- 


} 
| 


quired by Miami treaty of November 6, 1838; 
The bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; and 
The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 

were ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 


JAIL IN WASHINGTON. 


The bill for the ereétion of a jail in Washing- 
ton county, District of Columbia, was taken up 
for consideration, and several amendments pro- 
| posed by Mr. BAYARD were adopted. 

Mr. NILES offered a substitute for the bill; 
which, after some remarks from Messrs. BAY- 
ARD, NILES, and ALLEN, was rejected—ayes 
5, noes 24. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading—ayes 19, noes 14. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

The act*to authorize the selection of lands for 
the benefit of the University of Michigan, instead 
| of other lands heretofore selected, and for other 
| purposes; 
| The act to amend the judicial system of the 





j 
| 
| 
| 
} 


The act torepeal certain acts in respect to Navy 
| pensions, and to make further provision in rela- 
ion to Navy pensions; 

The act granting to the Washington County 
nd St. Genevieve Railroad Company the right of 
way through the public lands; and 
The act for the relief of the legal representa- 


> - 


JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ. 


| The act for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez 
was taken up for consideration; and, after being 
discussed by Messrs. NILES, WRIGHT, 
CRII'TENDEN, and BAYARD, was amended 
on motion of Mr. WRIGHT; and it was then 
ordered to a third reading. 


OPERATIONS OF THE MINT. 
Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 


| 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate such information as he inay possess, 
aa to the following particulars: 

1. The amount of coin made at the Mint, and the amount 
\ 





at each of its branches, for one year preceding the first day 
of February last. : 

2. The amount of bullion deposited at, or obtained for, 
each establishment for the same time. , ss ? 
3. The expense incurred in carrying on and in sustainin 

each establishment during the same time. 


INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 


The bill to prevent the interference of certain 
Federal officers in elections was then taken up; 
and Mr. CALHOUN addressed the Senate in 
opposition to the bill. : E 

By unanimous consent, the bill was then 10- 


formally passed over. 


1839. 
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CITIZENS IN OREGON, 


On motion of Mr. LINN, the bill. to provide 
for the protection of the citizens of the United 


= 


States residing in the Oregon Territory, or trading | 


Columbia river, was taken up. 


h 
“7 * LINN addressed the Senate at length in 


Mr. 


explanation and support of the bill; and, after a | 


further debate, in which Messrs. LINN, NILES, 
and WRIGHT participated, the subject was, on 
the motion of the latter, passed over informally, 
with the understanding that it be taken up to- 
morrow. 

RAILROAD IN ILLINOIS. 


The bill to grant to the State of Indiana a 
quantity of land for the purpose of aiding in the 
construction of a railroad from New Albany to 
Mount Carmel, in the State of Illinois, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 22, 1839. 


The privileged question on the publication of 
Mr. Duncan, as stated in yesterday’s proceedings, 
was again resumed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House as follows, in explanation 
ofthe motives inducing him to make the motion 
with which he concluded: I rise, not to make a 
speech, or to take sides in this war. It matters 
not what my individual opinions ave of members 
of this House in their individual relations. Iam 
here not to gratify my own private pique against 
others, or to gratify my own private feelings at 
the expense of duty to my constituents and the 
country generally. I disclaim any intention 
to express an opinion on the merits of the case 
now before the House, but I must be allowed to 
give my opinion of the scene enacted within this 
Hall eo: We were called upon to inquire 
into th 
House, on an alleged breach of privilege, for print- 
ing and publishing an alleged libel on other mem- 
bers; and in discussing the propriety of passing 
those resolutions, a scene has been enacted, in 
my opinion, and [ believe the country will con- 
sider it so, infinitely more a breach of the privi- 
lege of the members of this House, than that al- 
leged to be perpetrated by the accused member, 
even if that be as great an outrage as those com- 
plaining of itallege. We have, by law, but seven 
days to do the business of the country—to furnish 
the supplies for the necessary operations of Gov- 
ernment; and shall we, regardless of our duties, 
spend that time in idle debate? I intended to 


| 
j 
i 
i 
| 
| 


e conduct of one of the members of this | 


have made my remarks last evening; but, on re- | 


flection, I thought there was too much excite- 
ment. I hope all are cool now, and ready to do 


their duty, and I therefore move to lay the while | 


subject on the table. 
Mr. P., however, withdrew the motion at the 
request of Mr Exmore. 


Ir. THOMPSON sent to the table the follow- | 


ing substitute, which Mr. Prentiss accepted as 
a modification: 


Whereas, ALEXANDER Duncan, a member of this House 


from the State of Ohio, has, in his place, acknowledged | 
himself to have written, and caused to be published in the | 


Globe newspaper, of the 19ih instant, the following writing, 
to wit: 


[FOR THE GLOBE. ] 


_ On the 16th and 17th January last, | made some remarks 
in the House of Representatives on the resolution to ap- 
point a committee to inquire into the defaleations of Sam- 
uel Swartwout, which remarks were soon aller published 
in the Globe, and have since been published in pamphict 
form. Mr. Stanty, of North Carolina, followed me in re- 
ply. At the commencement of his remarks, he insinuated 
that I was an Abolitionist. I promptly pronounced the in- 
sinuation a base falsehood and a foul detraction, whether 
it dwelt upon the lips of the unprincipied calummniator, or 

ted on the breeze in the corrupt, poisonous, and slan- 


derous Federal sheets of the day. My intention at the time | 


was to insult the member. So he understood me. So all 
who heard ine understood me. My noftaning was that the 

Was a base liar and a foul calumniator; and the 
onlyreason that he was indirectly thus denounced, was 
because the rules of the House prohibited me from doing it 
directly, without laying myselfliable to its censure. All this, 
too, was well understood at the time ; and for this intended 
and well-understood insult, 1 held myself in readiness to 
give the member any satisfaction which he miglit have the 
moral cou to seek. But no disposition to seek for re- 
dress was manifested within the time I had a right to expect 
it, or within the time it might be expected from aman who 
bad any regard for his honor or reputation. So I was dis- 


{ 


} 
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posed to let the member go for, what I believe him to be, a 
mean poltroon and a base biar ; and which I believe he may 
at any time, and in any place, be pronounced with impu- 
nity. 

Some ten or twelve days after making the remarks to 
which I allude, I saw a communication in the National 
Intelligencer, occupying the space of four or five columns 
of that paper, purporting to be “the reply of Mr. STanty, 
of North Carolina, to Dr. Duncan.”? LI was surprised to 
see a reply of such length. I was not present all the time 
the member was speaking. I was present, as I have stated, 
when he commenced. I was present when he finished, 
and his last remark was, “I have detained the House noy 
more than fifteen minutes.’ [I thought he was correct as 
to the time he occupied the floor—(a short time in whieh 


to make a speech occupying four anda half columns of one 


of the largest newspaper sheets.) 

Leave is sometimes asked of the House to write out a 
speech which there may not be time to make, and the priv- 
ilege is generally granted. This is an accommodatiqn to 
the House, and to the country, whose business is permitted 
to progress. 
Ifouse ought to be obtained, and a notice of the fact ought 
to accompany the written speech. It is mean and basely 
dishonorable, and it is a falsehood and a fraud practiced 
upon the community, to promulgate a speech purporting to 
have been delivered on the floor of Congress which never 
was there spoken, on any other conditions than by the leave 
and with the notice which | have named. 

I say that the speech published in the National Intelli- 
geucer of the 4th instant, parporting to be “the remarks of 
Mr. Sranty in reply to Dr. Duncan,” never was delivered 
in the House of Representatives, nor any other place, except 
through the polluted columns of the corrupt, bank-bought, 
servile, and degraded shect through which it makes its ap 
pearance ; therefore, its very caption or tithe contains a base 
falsehood, and a mean attempt at fraud and imposition upon 
the public. [ts whole body is a tissue of misrepresenta 
tions, unmanly insinuntions, and low vulgarity, worthy of 
the man that can be charged with base fatsehood and foul 
detraction with impunity. In order to know that I could 
not be mistaken as to the time the member occupied in his 
attempt to reply to me, and to ascertain some other facts 
of which | will soon speak, I addressed the following notes 
to the gentlemen whose names are prefixed, to which I re 
ceived the subjoined answers : 


House or Representatives, February 9, 1839. 
Sir: If you were present on the 17th of January, 1839, 
when Mr. Sranty, of North Carolina, replied to some re- 
marks made by me on the resolution to appoint a conmit- 
tee to inquire into the defaleations of Samucl Swartwout, 
will you have the goodness tostate what time Mr. Stanty 
occupied in making his reply? Whether Mr. Srape, of 
Vermont, did or did not hand him (Stan ty) a paper con- 
taining my answer to some abolition interrogatories, and 
whether Mr. Stave did or did not point out to Mr. STaniy 
such passages of said answer as Mr. STanty exhibited in 
his reply. 
Your attention to this will much oblige your friend, 
A. DUNCAN. 
Hon. H. L. Turney. 
House or Rerresentatives, February —, 1839. 
Sir: Lhave received your note of the 9th of this month, 
and in answer thereto have the honor to state that I was in 


But, in all cases of this kind, leave of the | 


my seat in the House of Representatives on the 17ih of Jan- | 


wary last. [heard your speech delivered in the House on 
that day on the subject to which you refer, and the reply 
thereto of the Hon. Mr. Stantry, of North Carolina, on the 
| same day. I did not tax my recollection with the precise 
time occupied by Mr. Stanty in making his reply, but my 
impression is it did not exceed fifteen or twenty minutes. 
Tn the course of Mr. Stanty’s remarks, | understood 
him to make allusions to a letter which he alleged had been 
written by you on the subject of abolitionism. 


that he had not the letter to read tothe House. [na few 


He regretied | 


seconds after this, my attention was directed to Mr. STANLY | 


by some gentlemen who sat near me, and who called my 
attention to the fact, that Mr. Stape was prompting Mr. 


STANLY, by pointing out to him certain parts of your letter, | 


to be read by him to the House. I have no knowledge how 
or from whom Mr. STaNn.y received the letter above re- 
ferred to. 
I am, sir, respectfully yours, &c., 
Il. L. TURNEY, 
Hon. A. Doncan. 


House or Representatives, February 9, 1839. 


when [ made some remarks on the resolution providing for 


| Stanty, of North Carolina, replied to me ? 


or did not hand him (STan ty) a paper containing my letter 
in answer to some abolition interrogatories ? 
whether Mr. Stave did or did not stand by him (Stanty) 
and prompt or point out such passages of said letter as were 
exhibited in his reply? Third, will you state what time 
Stanz.y occupied in his reply, and whether or not the 
greater portion of that time was occupied in reading por- 
tions of the letter above alluded to? 
Your attention to this will much oblige, yours, &c., 
A. DUNCAN. 


Hon. J. A. Bynum. 


Wasnineton City, February 10, 1839. 
Sir: In reply to your note of the 9th instant, and the 
questions therein contained, I can only say that I was pres- 
ent and heard the concluding part of your remarks on the 
| occasion alluded to; after which, I saw Mr. Stan ty rise, 
and heard his reply. 

{ did not see Mr. Stave hand Mr. Stan y the paper con- 
taining your letter on the subject of abolition. Mr. Stave 
| has informed me since, however, that he did hand Mr. 
| StTanry such a paper at the time alladed to by you. 


Sir: Were you in the House on the 17th January, 1839, | 


the appointment of a committee to inquire into the defalea- | 
|| tions of Samuel Swartwout, or were you present when Mr. | 


If so, will you | 
be so good as to state, first, if Mr. Stave, of Vermont, did | 


Second, state | 


LOBE. 
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ent paragraphs in the paper held by Mr. 8. As to the Inst 
question, | think I heard Mr. STanty say, in concluding 
his few remarks, that he bad not addressed the House more 
than fifteen minutes, and [ think that about the time he 
did speak. 

With respect, [ have the honor to be your obedient ser 
vant, J. A. BYNUM. 

Hon A. Duncan, 


Hovse or Representatives, February 9, 1839. 
Sir: Were you in the House on the 17th January, when 
T made some remarks on the resolution providing for the 
appointment of a committee to inquire into the defaleations 
of Samuel Swartwout, or were you present during the time 
that Mr. Stan iy replied tome? If so, will you be so good 
as to state the time, as near as possible, or as well as you 
can recollect, that he (Stanvy) occupied in his reply? Your 
early answer will much oblige your iriend, 
A. DUNCAN. 
flon. Eut Moore. 
House or Rerresenratives, February 12, 1839. 
Sta: In reply to the interrogatories contained in your 
communication of the 9th instant, will state that [ was in 
the House at the time referred to, and heard the remarks 
both of Mr. Sranty and yourself. The time occupied by 
Vir. S. in his reply to you did not, to the best of my reeol 
lection, exceed fifteen minutes. 
Very respectiully, 
Hon. A. Duncan. 


ELY MOORE. 


[ think fain sustained in the fact which T have asserted, 
viz: that “the speech of Mr. Srasty, of North Carolina, 
in reply to Dr. Duncan,” &e., never was made in the 
House of Representatives, or, if made, must have been 
made in the short space of * fifteen minutes !’? But even 
all that time was not occupied in making the epeech pur- 
porting to be the reply to * Dr. Duncan.” When I charged 
upon the member a base falsehood, &e., for making the in- 
sinuation which he did, some part of the fiteen minutes 
Wits occupied in denying that he had insinuated that T was 
an Abolitionist. Here is where the member showed the 
white feather. That denial was but a squirming from un- 
der the responsibility of answering in an honorable way 
the charge of being guilty of base falsehood. A part of the 
balance of these precious fifteen minutes, (and a great part, 
too,) was occupied in reading garbled extracts from no letter 
which T wrote tn answer'to some Abolition interrogatories 
propounded to me shortly before my reélection. The mem 
ber first regretted that he had not the letter in his posses 
sion; but it was soon furnished. Who furnished it?) Mr. 
Srape, of Vermont. Ali! Mr. Srape, 1 am happy to meet 
you on this board of exposition. [ have been talking ail 
this time about (to use a vulgar phrase) “ the little end of 
nothing 5”? a thing that requires the use of a telescope to 
see if it be at any considerable distance ; hardly the ninth 
part of a man; a thing yw out of time and out of place ; 
a thing that the Almight¥ never intended for any other pur 
pose than the use of bodkit, shears, and thimble, But you, 
sir, arc a man six {vet five in yourshoes. I fect a freedom 
in talking fo you; and, in order to have a full and ample 
case, I will splice the member from North Caroiina to you, 
and for a short time will consider you one person, or in 
‘+ cahoot,”’ and in that capacity I will bold myself respon- 
sible to you for all I say. 

You profess to be an Abolitionist; religiously, morally, 
patriotically, and civilly, a modern Abolitionist—even, so I 
have been told, to amalgamationism. You furnished the 
member from North Carolina, did you,with my answer to the 
Abolitionists, from which to read garbled extracts? You 
stood at his elbow, did you, prompting him, and pointing 
out suitable passages of my Iciter, to enable him to make 
an anti abolition speech, and attach to my name that of ab 
olitionism? Only think of this! A rank abolition Whig 
from the North in “ eahoot with a rank anti abolition Whig 
from the South, in exposing the pernicious doctrine con 
tained in a letter which deprecates slavery in the abstract, 
or. rather, anorthern abolition Whig making a convenience 
and a parrot of a southern anti-Abolitionist, through which 
to expose the dangerous tendencies of an expression of hos- 
tility to slavery in the abstract, and its effects, without re- 
gard to time or place! What base sophistry! What black 
hypocrisy! What political swindling tor base and corrupt 
party purposes ! 

Yex, biack hypocrisy, take it as you may. If T aman 
Abolitionist, why should the member from Vermont lend 
himself to make me odious to the slaveholding people? Or 
if the member from Vermont is sincere in his profession of 
aholinonism, why is be assisting and prompting an anti-Ab- 
olitionist to expose opinions of mine to the prejudice of the 
principles of his faith? Ifthe member from North Carolina 
is sincere in his professions of anti-abolitionism, why does 
he permit himself to be made the tool of an avowed Aboli- 
tionist? All this unnatural connection is well understood. 
Abolitionism and Whigzery, like twin brothers, walk hand 
in hand here and everywhere else. There is not an ism on 
earth, however degraded, that Whiggery will not take by the 
hand. Ulere we have the evidence of the submission and 
acknowledgment into which the member from North Car- 
olina was either kicked or coaxed by party discipline, evi- 
denced by the following letter, by which the member from 
North Carolina is made publicly to retract a charge which 
he bad made against the member from Vermont, and to de- 
clare publicly that he [Stanty] believes that the open, 
avowed, and reckless Abolitionist, [Stape.] ** means no 
barm to the South.”? But read the letter. Here it is: 


TO THE EDITORS. 


Wasurnoton, December 14, 1628. 
Messrs. Gates & Seaton: In the Intelligencer of tivis 
morning, [ find the following report: 
* Mr. Stave introduced the following resolution : 
“ Whereas, there exists and is carried on between the 
ports in the District of Columbia and other ports of the 
United States, and under the sanction of the laws thereof, 


| a trade in human beings, whereby thousands of them are 


|| While Mr. 8. was speaking, [ saw Mr. Stabe standing || 


annually seld and transported from said District to distant 


|| by or behind Mr. Stan vy, pointing, as I thought, at differ- '' parts of the country, in vessels belonging to citizens o. the 
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United States ; and whereas, such trade involves an out- l| tion as secured by the Constitation ; for, surely, to prevent 
rageous violation of human rights, is a disgrace to the coun- || and refuse legislative action upon them, is virtually to pros- 


try by whose laws it is sanctioned, and calls for the imme- 
diate interposition of legisia*ive authority for its suppression: 
Therefore, to the end that all obstacles to the consideration | 
of this subject may be removed and a remedy for the evil | 
speedily provided, 





“ Resolved, That so much of the fifth of the resolutions 
on the subject of slavery, passed by this House on the 1]th 
and 12th of the present month, as relates to ‘ the removal | 
of slaves from State to State,’ and prohibits the action of | 


trate the right to petition. To recognize the right to peti- 
tion Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
(which Congress does by receiving petitions for that pur- 
pose,) and at the sare time, and by the same act, refuse 
them the usual legislative action, is worse than contempt- 
uous mockery of the right to petition. 

I hold that the people have a right to petition Congress 
for the redress of every grievance not forbidden by the Con- 
stitution. I hold that the people are, and of right ought to 


this House on ‘ every petition, memorial, resolution, prop- || be, the judges of what they shall petition Congress for ; and 
osition, or paper, touching’ the same, be, and hereby is, || J bold it follows, as a corollary, that Congress is bound to 


rescinded.”’ 
Aiter which, it is reported that “ Mr. Dawson called for | 
read, Mr. StTanty said he wished to introduce an amend- | 
ment. The Chair said it was not now in order, the resolu- 
tion not yet being in the possession of the House.” 
When Mr. Stape’s resolution was read, and I heard the 
words “ outrageous violation of human rights” and “ dis 


| 


graceful” applied,as | thought, to the slaveholding States, || 


and to North Carolina as one of them, I could not repress 
the indignation Ff felt at such language. It was under the 
influence of this excitement that | wished to “ intreduce | 
an amendment,’? when the * Chair said it was not now in 
order.”’ 

The amendment I wished to introduce was in the words | 
following : 

**Resolved, That said resolution is disrespectful in its lan 
guage, and outrageously insulting to the representatives of 
the slaveholding States ; thatit is calculated to provoke and 
irritate the members from said States; and that the consid- 
eration of said resolution would be an ‘ outrageous violation’ 


|| give petitions the proper and usual direction, to the end that | 


| 
| 
| 


or || they may receive that legislative action which the framers | 
the reading of the resolution; which having been again | of the Constitution intended they should, when they se- 


cured inviolate the right of petition. It seems to me that 
good policy and a sound interpretation of the Constitution 


I voted for Mr. Arnerton’s resolutions, because I thought 
the reserved and constitational rights of the southern States 
demanded their adoption. [ voted for them, because I 
thought the peace and quiet of the country required it. I 
voted for them, because, as I have before said, I think the 
practical operation of the principles of modern abolitionism 


|| require that such should be the disposition of all petitions. | 


| would be more fatal to the unfortunate African than even | 


| very within its limits. 


of the respect due to the slavebolding States, and would 


necessarily tend to weaken the bonds of our Union. 

* Resolved, That said resolution is ‘disgraceful’ to the 
member who presents it, as it evinees a total disregard of 
the feelings of the representatives of the slavebolding States 
of this Union, and does not deserve to be considered by the 
House.”’ | 


But the rules of order, different at different times, pre- || 


vented me frow introducing this amendment, and I do not 
now regret it, as the resolution was not considered by the | 
Hlouse, and as | have been since satisfied that, though the 
language sounded harshly to the ears of a Representative 
from the South, nothing offensive was intended, and [ write 
this note now, that my constituents may be informed what 
my amendment was; waiting for an hour of leisure, when 
I will inform them more fully why it was that I did not vote 
upon the resolutions recently offered by a member from 
New Hampshire. 

I have good reasons for refusing to join in the miserable 
farce which has been played by the instruments of party in 
the House of Representatives during Tuesday and Wednes- 
day last. 

Oblige me by publishing this note. 

Very respectfully, yours, *EDWARD STANLY. 

Comment on this letter, it would seem, is unnecessary. | 
The resolution of the member from Vermont not only 
strikes at the root of every interest the southern States 
have in the institutions of slavery, but it uses the most de- 
grading and ubusive language that a foul tongue could 
express or a poisoned pen record; and sothe member from | 
North Carolina virtually expresses himself; but either from 
being whipped into the traces by force of party discipline, 
or from cowardice, unworthy a son of the South, whose 
heart ought to be in ber interests, and her reputation his | 
boast, he is foreed to the degrading public acknowledgment | 
that nothing offensive to the South was intended by the | 
member from Vermont! 
Carolina will understand this matter, it is useless for me to 
expand upon it. 

But a word in relation and in justice to myself. A few | 


days prior to my reélection, several. interrogatories were |! oes ee ae 
= ; . : || of this Union, and to prostrate or shake the institutions of | 


propounded to me on the subject of the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and I, probably on the -pur of 
the occasion, answered them without time for reflection or | 
opportunity for examination ; but I am to say that, on ma- 
ture examination, I have not one word contained in that 
letter to take back, as it regards slavery in the abstract or 
abolitionism. When I wrote that letter I felt as I wrote. 
I wrote as I now feel, and as I hope always to feel, on the 
subject of slavery in the abstract, and as thousands and 
hundreds of thousands of the best men the world ever pro 
duced have thought, and now think, both in free and iu 
slave States. 

My remarks in that letter were made with reference to 
slavery in all time, present, past, and future, and without 
reference to any particular realm, kingdom. empire, or re- 
public ; and I now say, thatthe man wiso will otherwise ex- 
press himself to thir general view of the subject of slavery 
in the abstract, is no philanthropist, is no friend to human 
liberty, and would be unworthy the proud name of an 
American. 

My objections to modern abolitionism are strongly ex- 
pressed in the same letter. [there deprecate it as disor- | 
ganizing in its tendencies, in violation of the compact by | 
which the Union was brougnt into existence, and, if per- 
sisted in, will endanger its duration. My official course 
since has been in accordance with the view I then enter- | 
tained of it. IT voted to suspend the rule for the admission | 
of Mr. Aruerton’s resolutions, for the object and contents | 
of which I refer the reader to the Journals of the House of | 
Representatives for the present session of Congress. A mo- | 
tion for adjournment was then made by Mr.Bett,, atthe early | 
hour ot hall pastone o’clock, p. m., evidently forthe purpose 
of defeating the adoption of the resolutions. [-voted against | 
the adjournment; but the member from North Carolina | 
(Mr. Svanty] voted in favor of the adjournment. I voted | 
throughout for the adoption of these resolutions, with the | 
exception of the last division of the last resolution, which | 
goes to prevent the reading, printing, and reference of peti- | 
tions on the subject of abolitionism. This I thought impolitic, | 
and well calculated to multiply petitions and petitioners on 


| 


this vexed question, because such a dispositiun never fails 


to raise the cry of persecution. I also thought that such a 


slavery itself as it at present exists in the United States ; 
and, therefore, [can consider modern abolitionism in no 
other light than as mistaken philanthropy. I voted for their 


adoption, because I am not clear that Congress has any | 


such power over the District of Columbia as to abolish sla- 
But above all, [ voted for them, be- 
cause [ think the perpetuity of this Union. and the duration 
of our institutions required that they should all be adopted, 
with the exception of that part of the last resolution which 
[ before excepted. 

[ say I stood by and sustained these resolutions, voting 
for them against all the efforts to defeat them by the Oppo- 
sition ; but where was the member from North Carolina at 
this trying moment? [have examined the Journals; the 
name of Epwarp Stan y is not to be found. Where was 
he, [ ask, when the northern Democracy rallied almost to 
a man to put at rest a question that was shaking the insti- 
tutions of his State from their center to their circumference, 
and endangering the very existence of the Union itself? I 
repeat, where was the member at this responsible crisis? 
Was he at his post, sustaining the interests of his State, 
which he said, on one occasion not long since, had ** GRowN 
WITH MIS GROWTH! STRENGTHENED WITH UIs STRENGTH !”” 


| No, he was not at his post. He was, spaniel-like, skulking 


| 
/ among you, purporting to have been delivered by him in | 


I think, as the people of North || 


from his duty and his post, at the mod of party discipline ; 
but, when backed and prompted by the .4bolitionist, Slade, 


he assumed all the pertness of a whiffet, hissed on, puppy- | 
like, to do that which a bigger dog had not the courage to | 


attempt. 
But to conclude, people of North Carolina, (for this paper 
may find its way to you,) what do you think of your Rep- 


|| resentative, who has attempted to practice a base fraud and 


amean deception upon you, by promulgating a speech 


the House of Representatives, which never was delivered, | 
| and though a disgrace—delivered or written—to any man 


but the member trom North Carolina, he has neither the || 


moral courage nor the talentto deliver? Whatdo you think 


| of your Representative, who has patiently stood to be | 


charged with base falsehood aud foul detraction with im- 


punity, and who, to skulk from the responsibility of resent- | 


ing such an insult, has basely denied that which every word 
written in that which he is pleased to call his speech bears 
evidence, thus adding, I repeat, base falsehood to mean 
cowardice ? 


What do you think of your Representative, | 


who has skulked from the support of measures ([ mean | 
| Aruertron’s resolutions) introduced for the purpose of put- 


ting to rest that dangerous question, modern abolitionism, 
so eminently calculated to disturb the peace and harmony 


| the member’s State, whose interests have * grown with his 
| growth! and strengthened with his strength !’? 


But, above all, what do you think of your Representative, | 


who has permitted himself to be made the tool, the cats- 


paw, the thing, the automaton, and the parrot, through | 
| which an open and avowed Abolitionist should make an | 
An anti-abolition speech through | 


anti-abolition speech? 
your Representative! and that, too, by an Abolitionist! 


Yes; and, I believe, an amalgamation Abolitionist, too, a | 


man who has spent or evaporated thousands of dollars on 
the floor of Congress in efforts to establish principles and 
laws subversive of your institutions, in violation of your re- 


| served rights as a State, and disorganizing, if not destruc 


| 


tive, to the Union ; and so far as amalgamation is concerned, 


| or is a part of his creed, degrading to the American charac- 


ter. This is the mau from whom your Representative re 
ecives promptings, papers, and dictations, to. fix upon me 


the character of an Abolitionist ! and to expose the horrors, | 


injustice, and dangers of modern abolitionism! 

[ conclude by saying, thatif the speech in the Intelli- 
gencer, which purports to be * the reply of Mr. Stanty, of 
North Carolina, to Dr. Duncan” had been delivered, and 
had the member suspended the previous question which he 
held, and which he refused to suspend, this communication 
would have appeared in the form of a reply, which would 
have been made to all he really did say ; but as it was, I 
thought it due to myself, to those who may read this paper, 
aud to the cause of truth and justice, to make the above 
= 

urther this deponent saith not. 

A. DUNCAN. 


Hovse or Representatives, February 12, 1839. 

Srr: Ina letter written by me m answer to some inter- 
rogatories propounded to me on the subject of abolitionism, 
by a number of members of the anti-slavery society in the 
district | have the honor to represent, I deprecate slavery 
in the abstract; and I attempt, to some extent, to describe 
the effects it has upon the institutions and prospects of those 
countries and States where it exists. [ also, in the same 


|, letter, deprecate modern abolitionism as dangerous and 


disposition of petitions was a violation of the right of peti- tf disorgautzing, subversive of the reserved rights of the slave 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| you must have seen that my objections to slavery liave 
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States, and calculated to endanger the Union, &c. 
that letter, that I said in relation to slavery, was intey4, 

to apply to slavery in the abstract ; also, to apply to stave : 
and its effects in all time—past, present, and future. I gay ' 
no locations. My objections and descriptions were of o> 
most general character. I see in aspeech published jy the 
National Intelligencer, purporting to be a speech made : 
* Mr. Srancy, of North Carolina, in reply to Dr. Dunes 
&c., he is made to ask, in substance, if the ruin anq 
lation, &c., which I describe in the letter abovename 
plies to your district, &c.? You are made to ‘es 
No; itis a foul libel, a base slander upon my constity 
ents and upon my State.” If you made such a remark I 
did not hear it, or | would have responded to it at the ti, 
I presume you made it. Now, sir, if you read my | 
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erence to slavery in the abstract, and applied to slavery, as 


1 have before said, in all time; and my description of j), 
effects had no location. You had no right to suppose that 
my description of the effects of slavery applied to you, 
State, or your district, where it is well known, it isa matte, 
of history creditable to your State, that slavery exists jy, jz, 
mildest and most unexceptionable form. I say, if you jyaq 
read my letter, you would have had no grounds to Warray 
the remark you are said to have made — If you never reaq 
the letter, and know nothing of its contents, only from the 
base and unmanty manner in which its garbled fragments 
have been exhibited, you are wholly unjustifiable in you; 
remark. You made the remark under the broad and pro- 
tective shield of parliamentary privilege. You have noj the 
moral courage to face me, or any other man, and make 
such a remark without the protection of such a privilege, 
[tis a shield and privilege under which many a puppy, in 


| man’s shape, has taken refuge. 


{ think your remarks were unwarranted, uncalled for, 
and unprovoked. And, sir, on my Own responsidility, and 
without claim to privilege, permit me, by way of offset and 
compromise, to reciprocate the remark by another, which 
I think better founded in truth —that is, that you are a liar 
and a scoundrel, and permit me to add, also, that, in my 
opinion, you ure better qualified to adorn the gambler’s 
board, the brothel, and the doggery, than the Halls of Coy. 


gress. 
A. DUNCAN, 
To WituraM Sovurueate, Esq. 


Hovse or Representatives, February 18, 1839. 

Sir: Inthe remarks which { made in the House of Rep 
resentatives on the 17th January, 1889, on the resolution to 
appoint a committee to investigate the defalcations of Sam 
uel Swartwout, [ exposed the names of several Government 
defaulters, and the several amounts for which they were in 
default, and the offices which they held under which the 
defaleations occurred. In my expositions | was governed 
by the official reports and records of the different Govern- 
ment Depar&nents. Among them I found the name of 
Robert B. Randolph, acting purser in the Navy, reported to 
be a defaulter to the amount of $25,000, or upwards. Since 
the publication of the remarks above referred to, I have 
seen a communication addressed to me through the Alex- 
andria Gazette, (a paper published in the District of Colum 
bia.) signed Robert B. Randolph, denying that he is a public 
defaulter, as he has vouchers to show, &ce. 

I hope the statement of Mr. Randolph is true. It will 
give me great uneasiness, if I have done him injustice. [ 
have not the slightest acquaintance with Mr. Randolph, nor 
have I any practical knowledge of his detalcations what. 


| ever. If [ have done him injustice in the exposition I have 


made, it will give me great pleasure to acknowledge ty 
error in as public a manner as [ have made the exposition. 
Wiil you have the goodness to inform me, without delay, 
what the relations of Mr. Randolph are with the Govern- 
ment in reference to the defalcations reported by your De- 
partment? 

Respectfully, A. DUNCAN. 
To the Fourrn Acpiror. 


TREASORY DEPARTMENT, 

Fourts AvpiTor’s Orrice, February 19, 1839. 
Sir: Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of this date, inquiring * what the relations of Mr. 
Robert B. Randolph are with the Government, in reference 
to the defaleations reported by the Treasury Department,” 
and to state, in reply, that the account of Mr. Randolph, as 
acting purser of the frigate Constitution, was settled and 
closed in this office, in the month of October, 1828; that in 
February, 1833, he was recharged with items for which be 
had been erroneously credited in the previous settiement, 
amounting to $25,229 17; and that by a subsequent allow- 
ance for pay and rations to 19th April, 1833, the balance 
against him was reduced to $25,097 83, in which sum he 
appears, by the books of this office, still to be indebted to 
the United States. 
T have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully, your obedi- 

ent servant, A. O. DAYTON. 


To Hon. Atex. Duncan, House of Representatives. 


House or Representatives, February 19, 1809. 

Sir: If you were Fourth Auditor of the Treasury De- 
partment at the time Robert B. Randolph was purser in the 
Navy, wid vou have the goodness to state to me whether 
Mr. Randolph was, or was not, a public defaniter? If he 
was a defaulter, please state to what amount he so appeared. 
It is alike due to myself, as it is to Mr. Randolph, that this 
information should be furnished me. Will you please give 
it your immediate attention. 

I am yours, with high respect, A. DUNCAN. 
Hon. A. Kenvatu. 


Wasurneron, February 19, 1839. 
Sim: [ have just received your letter of this date. I was 
not Fourth Auditor at the time Robert B. Randolph was an 
acting purser in the Navy, nor did I settle his account for 
that service ; but I settled the account of his predecessor in 
the pursership, who had died at sea; and in the course of 
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discovered that Mr. Randolph had received a large 
bliec money leit. by the deceased purser on board 
of hic suip, With which he had never been ore, and | 

ther property, public and private, for which he did not ap- 
var wo have accounted. The amount was accordingly | 
i orand to him on the books of the Fourth Auditor, where, | 
| suppose, the charge still stands, 

Mr. Randolph denied his indebtedness, alleging that he 
pad paid away the money on account of his predecessor, 
and taken the vouchers in his name, but could produce no 

oof which would entitle him to credits in the accounting 
office. It was the opinion of a court of inquiry, ealled in 
his ease, that he had applied a portion of the money in the 
way he alleged, <nd that he was justly indebted for the 

ance. 
rare from memory, and cannot particularize. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
AMOS KENDALL. | 
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Hon. A. DUNCAN. 


[ have been induced tomake the inquiries and exposures | 
here exhibited, in consequence of the following commu- 
mcauon: 

To the Hon. 4. Duncan, of Ohio. 


In a speech which has been published, said also to have 
been delivered by you, in the House of Representatives, I 
find that you have classed me among the public defaulters. 
However much you may be in favor of abolition “in the 
abstract,”? | beg that hereafter you will not, in making use 
of my name, abolish the truth. Lam no defaulter, as the 
documents in my possession will show. It may suit your 
creed, sir, to stand upin your place, and, with brazen front, | 
defame honest and honorable men; but you shall not use 
your * privilege,”? where Lam concerned, without receiv- | 
ing a proper contradiction. You have quite enough to do to | 
deiend the peculations and frauds of your political friends— 
those who steal millions and up stakes for England, as well 
as those who steal thousands and remain at anchor here— 
without calumniating innocent persons. I therefore rec- 
ommend to you a little caution in your future harangues, 

R. B. RANDOLPH, 
Late of the United States Navy. 
ALEXANDRIA, January 29, 1839, 





It was not froma spirit of resentment I have heen induced 
to notice the above commuuication. No; I was led to no- 
tice it from a disposition to do Mr. Randolph justice and 
right, if L had done him an injury, although I think most 
readers will conclude, with me, that Mr. Randolph might 
have seen abundance of reason, in the following extract, to 
have desisted from the above communication. The extract 
is taken from the speech to which Mr. Randolph alludes, 
and was in answer to Mr. Be, as the extract shows. 
When I was exposing the defalcation of the Messrs. Er- 
wins, Mr. Beix, of Tennessee, rose, and said the Erwins 
were not defauliers ; it was a slander promulgated by the 
Globe paper. 

“Mr. Duncan responded, that he did not get the inform- 
ation from the Globe; he obtained it from the records in 
the archives of the Government—evidence of the highest 
character, and that which is open to the view of every one 
who desires to read. I hope (said Mr. D.) it is not true. 
I would prefer to conceal, at all times, human weakness and 
depravity, rather than expose, where it may be done with- 
out public injury; but I would prefer that such depravity 
as | am now exposing, did not exist. And let me say, 
once for all, that | know nothing personally of the numer- 
ous and wholesale frauds which L am now exposing. [ am 
alike ignorant of the men whom the records show to be | 
the perpetrators. These frauds, with the names of those | 
who committed them, are matters of record, and the facts 
are spread over the whole country, and known to all who 
read the Journals of Congress and the reports of the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury. Consequentl), my exposition can | 
neither affect the reputation of those whose names I ex- 
pose or the cause of justice.” 

I say the remarks contained in this extract might have | 
well superseded the communication. 
teers the following advice : “ I therefore recommend to you 
a little caution in your future harangues.”? I return my 
thanks for this advice, and when I want more | will call 
for it. But Mr. R. is unkind in saying: * It may suit your 
creed, sir, to stand up in your place, and, with brazen 
front, defame honest and honorable men.” I say this is an | 
unkind charge—is unkind if it is intended to fix on me a 
claim of privilege in consequence of my representative 
character. Telaim no privilege on that ground. I hold 
myself responsible for all I say, either in my personal or | 
representative character. If, perchance, I am officially 
compelled to notice men and things in a manner unpleas- 
ant, and [ am to be held responsible in my individual capa- 
city, all I ask is that he be a gentleman who so holds me. 
I want him to have clean hands. He must be such a one 
whose fraids have not been such as to place him out of 
time and out of place when he is without the gloomy walls 
of a degrading penitentiary. He must not have the base 
and degraded character of coward united to his reputation 
in life and to his memory in death, by having pulled the 
nose of an old patriot, withered and bleached by the frosts | 
of seventy winters, and worn to the brink of the grave by | 
services to his country. A. DUNCAN. 

Therefore, 


Resolved, That the said ALExanpeR Duncan has, in the | 
peer subjected himself to the just censure of this 

ouse ; and that he be reprimanded therefor by the Speak- 
er, in the presence of the House. 


Mr. ELMORE then gave his reasons at length | 
why he should sustain this motion. Mr. E. | 
having, as requested by the original mover, re- | 
newed the motion, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked Mr. Pera to | 
substitute a demand for the previous question; but | 
Mr. P, declined. 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays; | 
which were ordered. | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


~ Mr. WISE moved a call of the House; which H 


was agreed to—ayes 88, noes 69. 
After the call was proceeded in till two hundred 


and sixteen members were ascertained to be pres- 
ent, 


| dispensed with. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, (Mr. Perai- 


| Kin having again temporarily withdrawn the 


pending motion) briefly assigned the reasons | 


| why he should vote to lay on the table. 


But Mr. R. volun- | 


The motion having been renewed by Mr. W., 


the vote thereon was—yeas 117, nays 94; as fol- 


lows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, 
Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, 
Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crabb, 
Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Drom- 
goole, Elmore, Farrington, Isaac Fictcher, Foster, Fry, Gal- 
lup, Glascock, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, [a- 
mer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, 
William H. Hunter, Robert M.'T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas 
B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kem- 


On motion of Mr. ANDERSON, it was further 


ble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan Loomis, Lyon, James |, 
M. Mason, Martin, Maury, MeKay, Robert McClellan, | 


Abraham McClellan, MeClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Sammuel W. Morris, Marray, Nobile, Owens, Pal 
mer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, Pet 
rikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potier, Pratt, John H. Pren- 
tiss, Reily, Richardson, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Shefler, 
Sheplor. Snyder, Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, ‘Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Waz- 
ener, Webster, Weeks, Whitilesey, Sherrard Williams, 
Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Worthington, and 
Yell—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allan, Aycrigg, Bell, 
Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, William B.Caihoun, 


John Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, | 


Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Daw- 


son,Davies, Deberry, Dennis. Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, | 


Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Giddings ,Goode, 
James Graham, William Graham, Grennell, Hall, Halsted, 


Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffinan, Jabez | 


Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William C. Johnson, Ken- 
nedy, Legare, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, May, McKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, 
Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, Sergeant 8S. Prentiss, Putnam, 


Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, | 


Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, 


Shields, Sibley, Slade, Stuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thomp- | 


son, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 8S. White, 


John White, Lewis Williams, Christopher Hl. Williams, | 


Wise, Word, and Yorke—94. 
So the whole subject was laid on the table. 


MEMORIAL. 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, on leave, pre- 
sented the memorial of the inhabitants of St. Al- 
bans, Vermont, upon the subject of the attack on 
the steamer Caroline, the neutrality law, and the 
disturbances on the Canadian frontier. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. EVERETT, from the Committce on In- 
dian Affairs, reported with amendments Senate 


r 


bill to appoint commissioners to adjust claims 


under the Choctaw treaty. 


COMMODORE ELLIOTT. 


Mr. NAYLOR, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the conduct of Commodore 
Elliott, while commanding ia the Mediterranean, 


on leave, made areport thereon; which was read, | 


and was accompanied by the following resolu- 
tions: 


i 





the subject. matter referred to them by the resolution of the 
House of the I4th instant reguires investigation, aod that 
he ask that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. ™ 

Mr. NAYLOR moved to lay the subject on the 
table, and print, but withdrew it at the request o 
_ Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, whe moved 
its recommitment, with instructions to strike out 
the first resolution, and addressed the House at 
length on the subject. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved to lay on 
the table and print all the reports; which was 
agreed to. 

* 


RELATIONS WITH MEXICO, 
Mr. HOWARD, on leave, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested toinform this House whether any, and what, change 
has occurred, since his annual message, in the posture of 
the relations between the United States and Mexico, and 
to communicate to the House such correspondence relating 
thereto as may not be incompatible with the public interest. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then went into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Banks 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the general appropriation bill. 

The question immediately pending was the 
motion of Mr. BRONSON, to amend that part of 
the bill providing for the support of the supreme 
court, by limiting the application of the contingent 
fund thereof. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, who was entitled to 
the floor, addressed the House at much length on 
the various leading topics of the day. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, obtained the 
floor, but gave way to : 

Mr. SLADE, who spoke for some time, when 
he gave way fora motion for the committee to 
rise, on which the vote was—ayes 44, noes 51; 
no quorum, 

Mr. S. resumed and concluded, when the com- 
mittee rose, and the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, February 23, 1839. 
Mr. LYON presented the petition of Israel V. 
Harris and others, praying the establishment of 
a post road from Kent, in Kent county, through 


| the town of Tallmadge, to Muskegon, in Ottowa 
' county, Michigan. 


Also, two petitions signed by one hundred and 
sixty-five inhabitants of Kent county, Michigan, 
praying an es for the construction of 
a harbor at Port Sheldon, in said State; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


_and Post Roads. 


Mr. BENTON presented three petitions from 
persons asking for preémption rights; which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


Resolved, Thatan interference, by the House of Represent- | 


atives, in the disputes that occur between subordinate offi- 
cers of the Navy and their superiors, commanding squad- 
rons, is a power Which ouglit at all times to be exercised with 
great caution, and is calculated to produce insubordination 
in that important arm of the national defense. But, in the 
opinion of this committee, itis competent for the Represent- 
atives of the people to investigate any abuses alleged to be 
committed by officers in command of squadrons, and to 
provide by law, for the recurrence ofsuch abuses; and more- 
over to investigate and ascertain whether the head of the 
Navy Department may have used such means as are placed 
in his hands by Jaw to punish and prevent any such alleged 
abuses. 


Resolved, That the most appropriate remedy for such 


subordinate officers, is an appeal to the Secretary of the 
Navy for a court of inquiry to investigate the charges ex- 
hibited against their superiors ; and from his, decision the 
party aggrieved may appeal to the President, who, by the 
Constitution, is Commander-in-Chief of the Navy; he, as 


well as the Secretary, being liable to an impeachment for || 


a willful and corrupt violation or neglect of duty. 
Resolved, That the time allowed this committee is insuffi- 
cient to enable them to make a full and thorough examin- 
ation of the subject committed to them; that even a lim- 
ited and partial examination would require them, contrary 
to the duty they owe to their immediate constituents and 
the country at large, to be absent daily daring the sittings 
of the House at this important period of the session. 
Resolved, therefore, That it is inexpedient to commence 
the investigation at this time, and that the chairman report 
these resolutions, with the journal of our proceedings, to 
' the House, together with the opinion of this commitice that 


1} 
} 


i 
| 


Mr. KiNG presented a memorial of sundry 
citizens residing in Key Vaccas, praying Con- 
gress thatall legislation on the subject of making 
'Indian Key a port of entry may be postponed 
until further investigation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted a report of the Board 
_of Public Works of the State of Illinois; which 
| was laid on the table, and three hundred extra 

copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition frora Thom- 
| as Coyle, which was referred to the Committee 
' on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. LINN presented the papers of Peter De- 
selle, in relation to a land claim; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- 


| mittee on Revolutionary Claims, to which was 
_ referred the petition of the heirs of William Rum- 
sey, and the petition of the heirs of John L. De 
| Van Brun, asked to be discharged from the further 
| consideration thereof; which was agreed to, 

Mr. NORVELL, from the same commitice, to 


|| which was referred the bill for the rclief of Jo- 
|| seph R. Folsom 


, and the owners and crew of the 
| brig Galaxy, reported the same without amend- 
' ment. 

Mr. LYON, fegm the Committee on Private 


] Land Claims, to which was referred a petition of 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Joseph Campan, for the confirmation of his title \ 


Mr. YELL withdrew his motion; and the ques- 


to a tract of land, reported a bill for his relief; || tion recurring on that to commit, 


which was read,and ordered to a second reading, | 


and the report ordered to be printed. 


Mr. L. also, from the Committee on Roads | thousand men to the standing Army. 


and Canals, to which was referred the bill to au- 
thorize the construction of certain improvements 
in Wisconsin, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the third | 


time and passed: 
An act for the relief of Dennis Tramell; 
An act for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives ‘tion to la 


_ of Thomas Glascock, deceased; 

The bill to grant to the State of Indiana the 
right of preémption to a quantity of land, to aid 
in the construction of a railroa 
bany, Indiana, to Mount Carmel, in Illinois; and 

The bill to amend the act of 5d March, 1834, 
supplementary to the act entitled **An act to 


amend the judicial system of the United States.’’ 


The bill to fix the minimum price of the public 
lands acquired by the Miami treaty of November 
6, 1888; 

The bill for the relief of John A. Jacocks; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; and 

The bill to amend the act of 3d March, 1837, 
entitled ‘* An act supplementary to the act enti- 
tled * An act to amend the judicial system of the 
United States,’’’ and for other purposes, after | 
being amended on motions of Messrs. LINN, | 
CLAY of Alabama, NORVELL, and SEVIER, 
were severally ordered to be engrossed. ; 

The bill to explain and amend the fifth section 
of the act for the better organization of the Uni- 
ted States Marine Corps was read the second time 
as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

‘Nhe bill to provide for the appointment of a 
board of commissioners to hear and examine 
claims against the United States, was taken up, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole; 


and, after some remarks from Messrs. BAYARD, | 


WALL, SEVIER, HUBBARD, PRENTISS, | 
BENTON, CALHOUN, and SMITH of Con- | 


necticut, was ordered to be engrossed for a third |: 


reading. 
The VICE PRESIDENT said, that according | 
to usage he did not intend to resume his seat in 
the Senate this session. 
correspondence and some business at the public | 
offices to attend to, which the Senate knew that 


ate became indispensably necessary. He would 


courtesy with which he had been treated during 


and he concluded by wishing them all a safe and 
happy return to their families and their homes. | 
Phe Senate then adjourned. 


{OUSE OF RE D eg 
; Saas sere ee | the Committee on Public Lands, and so much as 
| relates to a supply of grain to the Committee on 


Saturpay, February 23, 1839. 


Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, 


read twice, and referred to their appropriate 
standing committees, 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 


The bill to provide for the armed occupation of 
Florida, being taken up, 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that it be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. DOWNING earnestly solicited the gen- | 
tleman to permit the bill be committed. 

Mr. ROBERTSON declined. 


Mr. YELL appealed to Mr. R. not to press his 


quently withdrew it. 


|| mittee; and if to an 


from New Al- | 


| well, McKennan, Menefee, 


| land, Glaseonc’x, Grant, Gray, Griffin, 


He had a great deal of || 





motion. i] 


Mr. ROBERTSON again declined, but subse- | 


Mr. ROBERTSON opposed the bill with much 
earnestness, as, in effect, a proposition to add ten 
If commit- 


| ted at all, he insisted it should be to a select com- 


standing committee, it 
should be that on Public Lands. Morever, there 


|| was no time for the due consideration of a meas- 
| ure of so much importance. 


If the system was 
a good one for Florida, why should it not be for 
the-western portions of Missouri and Arkansas? 
It was, in effect, (he said,) a proposition to give 
away three million acres of the finest land in the 
world. Mr. R. concluded by renewing his mo- 
the bill on the table. 

Mr. STANLY moved a call of the House; 


| upon which motion, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, demand- 
ed the yeas and nays; which, being ordered, were 
“~— 89, nays 60. 

o the call was ordered, and proceeded in until 
one hundred and eighty-eight members answered 
to their names; when, 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, all further 
proceedings in the same were dispensed with. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
lay the bill on the table; upon which 

Mr. GRENNELL demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 91, 
nays 94; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Allen, Ayerigg, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wil- 
liam B. Cajhoun, John Calhoon, Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
hain, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, De- 


berry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Everett, Ewing, Richard 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, James Graham, Wil- 


|, liam Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halsted, Hamer, 


Ilarper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Robert 
M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, William C. Johnson, Ken- 
nedy, Lincoln, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Maury, Max- 
ercer, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Pearce, Potts, Sergeant S. 
Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Shields, 
Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Webster, Al- 


| bert S. White, John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrard 
| Williams, Word, and Yorke—91. 


YEAS — Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bronson, Buchanan, 
Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, Casey, 
Chapman, Clark, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, 
Cushman, Dawson, Dromgoole, Biinore, Farrington, Isaac 
Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James G d, Rice Gar- 
y, Hammond, 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Ing- 


|| ham, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 


Keim, Klingensmith, Logan, Lyon, Mailory, James M. 
Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham Mc- 
Clellan, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Noble, 


| Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Payn- 
he could not do while performing his duties in || 


the chair, and therefore his absence from the Sen- || Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Titus, 
He | Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Weeks, Jared W. Wil- 
take this occasion to express his obligations to |, 


the members of the Senate for the kindness and | 


ter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Pickens, Plumer, Pratt, John 
Il. Prentiss, Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Sheplor, 


liams, and Yell—94. 
So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 


| table. 
the years he had presided over their deliberations, | 


The question then recurred upon the motion 
to commit the same to the Committee on Mil- 


|, itary Affairs; but before taking the vote upon the 
| same 


Mr. ROBERTSON moved to refer so much of 
the bill as provides for a survey of the lands to 


Agriculture. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House 


|| go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union, to consider the general appropria- 


‘| tion bill, but waived it for the present, at the re- 


quest of 
Mr. THOMAS, on whose motion the House 


|| took up and considered Senate bill entitled * An 
|| act in amendment of the acts respecting the judi- 


cial system of the United States.”’ 
Mr. SERGEANT made a few remarks in re- 


|, lation to the nature of the bill. 
Mr. DOWNING moved to refer it to the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs. 1 


Mr. THOMAS hoped the bill would be acted 
on now, as it had passed the Senate twice, had 
been favorably reported upon by the Judiciary 
Committee of the House, and had met the ap- 
proval of the whole body of the judiciary. 

Mr. SERGEANT made a few further remarks 


Mr. YELL moved its postonement till Mon- || in defense of the bill; after which, 


ay. | 
Mr. ROBERTSON moved its indefinite post- | 
ponement. 

Mr. CRAIG. That opens the whole merits | 


of the question. H 





Mr. ADAMS inquired what punishment had 
been substituted for the whipping and pillory for 
felony, which, he perceived, had been abolished. 
He did not think a substitute had been provided 
therefor. 
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SR Reed 
Mr. SERGEANT was understood to say tha; 

only a part of the punishment for felony had 

been abolished, and that the other ortion, im. 
risonment, remained. The bill ha undergone 
ull investigation, and had met the approval of 

the Judiciary Committee and the judges of tho 

apes Court, and hoped it would pass withoy: 
elay. 

r. ADAMS said there was strong authorit 
to sustain the bill, and was unwilling to make any 
serious objection to it; but there were a number 
of alterations of the present code, and should like 
time to give it more mature consideration. There 
had been two ignominious punishments for felony 
abolished, (whipping and the pillory,) and no 
reasons had been assigned therefor; and for the 
withdrawal of these, there should at least some- 
thing be substituted. The pillory was an igno- 
minious punishment; but to throw the felon back 
upon the provisions of the former law which was 
left, was an aggravation of his punishment, and 
doing him great injustice. He was not willing 
| to give up the punishment of the pillory, because 
it operated upon the mind; it acted upon the moral 
| feeling of the man, and not upon his physical 
_ powers, as imprisonment did; it operated upon 
the reputation, and not upon the person; and he 

upon the moral feeling the best, and would be in 
favor of increasing the penalties in this respect, 
and alleviating those upon the physical man. 
a would like to see the practice restored to the 

ill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that this was a 
Senate bill, and could be acted upon at any time; 

| and, by the rules of the House, we had but three 
days left in which we could send bills to the Sen- 
ate, originating in this body; and he hoped the 
| House would either act upon it without further 
debate, or postpone it until next Friday or Satur- 


considered those oti which operated 





day. 
| The bill was then, without further debate, or- 
| dered to a third reading on Monday next. 
| 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
| munication from the Postmaster General, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 11th instant, transmitting all the 
facts in relation to the existing contract for carry- 

ing the mail from Louisville, Kentucky, to New 
| Orleans; which was laid on the table, and or- 
| dered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Postmaster 
General, in pursuance of acts of Congress, trans- 
| mitting the annual report of the contracts made 
| for the transportation of the mail within the year 
preceding the Ist of July, 1838; also, a statement 
| of all land and water mailsestablished or ordered 
| within the same year, other than those let to con- 
| tracts at the annual lettings, together with a copy 
| of the abstract of the offers made thereon, also, 
| various other information under several acts of 
| Congress; which were, on motion of Mr.BRIGGS, 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads, for the purpose of ascertaining what 
| was to be printed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
| resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union, (Mr. Banks in the chair,) 
| to consider the civil and diplomatic appropriation 

bill. The immediate question before the House 
was the motion of Mr. Bronson to limit the ap- 
| plication of the contingent fund for the support 
of the Supreme Court. , 
| Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, who was enti- 
| tled to the floor, proeeeded to discuss, at length, 





the policy of the past and present Administra- 

tions. He vindicated the Conservatives from the 
| charge that they had abandoned the principles of 
| General Jackson’s administration, and said that 
they were governed by patriotic motives, &c., 
‘and gloried in his efforts to break down the Bank 
|of the United States. He advocated the com- 
| mitment of the public treasures of the nation'to 


| the banks, made some strictures upon Mr. Van 
| Buren’s letter to Sherrard Williams, and depre- 
‘cated the idea of a specie currency, and con- 
tended that it was impracticable to carry on the 
| commercial operations of the country; denounced 


| the sub-Treasury bill as a scheme to increase 


| Executive patronage and power, and would op- 
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such acquisition of power, whether it came 
from Henry Clay, William H. Harrison, or 
Martin Van Buren; that the refusal to receive 
State bank paper, went to destroy the power of 
the States, &c., and argued that the establishment 
of the sub-Treasury system would have the ten- 
dency to bring into existence another national 
bank. He denied that he and the Conservatives 
had formed an alliance, offensive or defensive, 
with any party, but that the Whigs had embraced 
their opinions, and let come what might, he would 
not change his opinions. i 
Mr. UNDERWOOD obtained the floor, and 
was about to proceed to address the House, 


en 

wii. CAMBRELENG suggested to Mr. Uw: 
perwoop the propriety of delaying his speech 
until the committee should take up the other appro- 

riation bills. This bill was of great length, and 
would require considerable time to act upon the 
yarious amendments and engrouss the same; and 
the others were very short, and could with facil- 
ity be passed through. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD could not yield to the | 
suggestion, but proceeded to reply at some length | 
upon the speech of his colleague, [Mr. Murray, } 
and upon the question of currency, and the vari- | 
ous other topics which occupy the public mind 
at the present day, concluding with the position | 
that a national bank was the only remedy which 
could equalize the currency; and hence he was 
opposed to Mr. Gartanp’s scheme, for the State 
banks would continue to blow up onevery revul- 
sion or depression, as they had done heretofore. 

Mr. HALSTED then went into a review of | 


sundry small items of contingencies, and in touch- 1 were called; when there were—34 for the adjourn- | 


ing, among other things, upon the Mint estab- 
lishment, he averred that every dollar coined at | 
New Orleans cost the country two dollars, at the 
other branches $1 50, while at Philadelphia the 
cost of coining was only eight mills on the doliar. 
Therefore he was for abolishing all but the one | 
at the Jatter place. Mr. H. went over a variety 
of other topics. 

Mr. REED made a few remarks which were 
not distinctly heard. 

Mr. BRONSON remarked that, before the 
question was taken, he wished to correct an error 
which he had understood had occurred in the re- 
port of some remarks which he had made on in- 
troducing this amendment. He understood (for | 
even now he has not observed the report) that he | 
was represetited to have charged the clerk of the | 
Supreme Court with evil practice or abuse in this | 
matter. He did not intend to say, and he thought 
he did not say, that the clerk had been guilty of 
any malpractice; and if he was so reported, he | 
apprehended that he had heen misunderstood. | 
He believed that the charges which had been made | 
by the clerk of the court were such as were au- | 
thorized by law, or by the rules and practice of | 
the court; and it was but justice to the clerk to 
say that no malconduct or abuse was imputed to 
him personally. But Mr. B. said that he had 
probably stated (and such, as he understood it, 
was the true state of the case) that, as the law and 
the rules and practice of the court now stood, they 
seemed to allow of an abuse, or of something | 
which operated as an abuse, towards the Gov- | 
ernment, by permitting the clerk to charge the | 
Government for copies of records which had been | 
printed at the expense of the Government; and he | 
was still of the opinion that, inasmuch as the 
Government paid the expense of printing these 
records, they should not be charged by the clerk 
for copies of such as were necessary for the At- 
torney General in suits in which the United States 
were interested; and he conceived that, if such 
was the law, it was perfectly eompetent for Con- 
gress now to alter that law, so as to correct this 
thing, and relieve the Government from the charge 
complained of. 

Altera few remarks from Messrs. McK EN- 
NAN, SERGEANT, and CORWIN, in oppo- 
sition to the amendment, and in explanation of 
Oepration of the clerk, 
bu 








| 
| 
| 


- BRONSON then withdrew hisamendment; 


t 
Mr. PETRIKIN renewed the same, and the 


question on its adoption was taken, and decided 
in the tive. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, indicated a | 
number of amendments he should propose to the 


bill, retrenching clerkships in several of the De- |] States.” He begged leave, moreover, at the same 
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partments; and moved to substitute an appropri- | 
ation for a chargé d’affaires for the proposed ap- | 


| 


propriation for a minister plenipotentiary at the 





jects of complaint in the management of the Post 


court of Spain. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. CUSHING 
and Mr. HOWARD, and lost. 

Mr. GARLAND also pointed out several sub- 


Office Department, and warmly objected to an 
item of nearly $500,000 proposed in the bill to 
meet the demands of the Pembanes General. 
An incidental discussion took place on an ap- 
propriation for arrearages in the expenditures for 
the Territory of lowa, which led to extended ex- 
planations by Mr. CHAPMAN, the Delegate from 
that Territory, in relation to the difficulties be- 
tween Governor Lucas and the Secretary of the 


Territory, Mr. Conway. The discussion result- 
ed in the rejection of the item for arrears. 


Mr. BOND proposed to limit the contingent 
fund for foreign missions to $600, and quoted a 
recommendation to that effect in the report of the 
Committee of Retrenchment of 1828; but, after a 
brisk encounter between him and Mr. CAM- 
BRELENG and Mr. HOWARD, in relation to | 
that report, the motion was negatived. | 

On motion of Mr. LYON, an item was insert- | 
ed for a marine hospital at Mobile. 

W hen the committee rose, an appeal was pend- 


|| ing, which had been made by Mr. Incuam from 
| a decision of the Chairman, (Mr. Banxs,] in re- | 


lation to his motion for a reappropriation of | 

$100,000, formerly appropriated for a dry-dock 

in New York harbor. 
On the motion to adjourn, the yeas and nays 


ment, and 25 against it. 

A motion for a call of the House was nega- 
tived. 

After frequent attempts to get the bill out of 
committee, alittle before twelve o’clock, p. m., the 
House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 25, 1839. 

At eleven o’clock, in the absence of the Vice 
PresivEntT, the Senate was called to order b 
Secretary, and then proceeded to ballot fora 
ident pro tempore 

On the first ballot thirty votes were given, of 
which Mr. Kine, of Alabama, received twenty- 
eight, and was accordingly declared to be duly 
elected. 

Mr. KX. was then conducted to the chair by 


Messrs. Benton ahd Kwiaur, and, in a neat and 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. RUGGLES presented a memorial from 
John Williams and eighty-seven others, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the duty on salt and 
abelition of the fishing bounties; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of Fran- 


cis P. Harklerood, and the petition of Daniel || 


Harklerood, severally praying preémption to a 
tract of land; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. SWIFT presented two memorials of citi- 


zens of Addison county, Vermont, praying the es- || 


tablishment ofa national foundery at Vergennes, 
in that State; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of the 
Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, praying 
that the usual annual appropriation may be made | 
for the improvement of the harbor of said city; 
which was referred to the Committee. on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. NORVELL said that two or three weeks | 
ago a memorial was presented from a naturalized | 
citizen of the United States, resident in Michi- 
gan, praying that Congress would adopt meas- | 
ures to secure effectual protection to such citizens | 
underall cireumstances. He had the honor now | 
to lay before the Senate a joint resolution of the | 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, instructing | 
her Senators and requesting her Representative | 
‘to use their efforts for the adoption of such | 
measures as will insure the recognition, by for- | 


| 


eign Powers with whom we have national inter- || 


course, of the absolute citizenship of all foreign- | 
ers naturalized by the existing laws of the United | 


EB. 


y the 

res- || 
_moved that the Senate go into an election of an 
| assistant doorkeeper; which, after some debate, 
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time, to present a memorial from a large body of 
the respectable naturalized citizens of Michigan, 
having the same interesting object in view. Hav- 
ing given his views somewhat at length, on a 
former occasion, in relation to the rights of this 
numerous and valuable class of American citi- 
zens, and the corresponding obligations of the 
United States to afford them complete protection 
at all times, under all lawful circumstances, and 
at all hazards, he should only add that the joint 
resolution and the memorial which he held in his 
hand met his entire concurrence. 

The memorials, on Mr. N’s. motion, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the following, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof; which was agreed to: 

A memorial in relation to the condition of the 
Mineral Bank of Wisconsin; 

A memorial of the New York Screw Dock 
Company, for the remission of duty on iron im- 
ported by them; 

A memorial of Joseph Shaw, praying remis- 
sion of duties on imported cordage; and 

An act to Authorize the cancellation of certain 
debenture bonds on the exportation of coal, 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to provide for the better 
security of passengers on board of vessels. pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steam; which was 
read, and ordered to asecond reading. 


RECESS—HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. HUBBARD submitted a resolution that 





| the Senate should hereafter take a recess from 


three to five o’clock; and, after some remarks 
from Mr. H. on the amount of business on the 
Calendar, and the necessity of the adoption of 
the proposed resolution, it was decided in the 
negative—yeas 14, nays 17. 

Mr. DAVIS then submitted a resolution that 
hereafter, the Senate meet daily at ten o'clock; 
which was agreed to—ayes 15, noes 14. 

ELECTION OF ASSISTANT DOORKEEPER. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice given, 


was laid on the table—ayes 23, noes 17. 
SAND-BAR IN CONNECTICUT RIVER, 
Mr. NILES submitted the following motion; 


| which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- 
port tothe Senate whether the sum of $25,000, appropri- 


| ated in 1836 tur removing the sand-bar at the mouth of the 
| Connecticut river, has been expended for that object, or 


any part thereof; and if not, the reasons why the eaid ap- 


| propriation has not been expended agreeably to the act ap- 


propriating the same. 


EMIGRANT INDIANS. 
The bill to provide for the security and pro- 
tection of the emigrant and other Indians west 
of the States of Missouri and Arkansas, was 


|| taken up on its third reading, and after some re- 
| marks from Mr. CALHOUN, in opposition to 


| the bill, the question on its passage was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 31, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Foster, Ful- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Morris, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
| Smith of Indiana, Strange, Swift, Talimadge, Walker, 
| Wall, White, Wright, and Young—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Benton. Calhoun, Niles, Norvell, 
| Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Williams of Maine, and 
| Williams of Mississippi—10. 
| So the bill was passed. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The bill to provide for the appointment of a 
board of commissioners to hear and examine 
| claims against the United States, was considered 
_ on the question of its passage, and decided in the 
| affirmative—yeas 30, nays 12; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
| Davis, Foster, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norveli, Pierce, Prentiss, 

Preston, Roane, Robbins, inson, Smith of Connecticut, 
| Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Williams of Maine, and 
| Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 
| of Alabama, Fulton, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
| Strange, Williams of Mississippi, and Wright—12. 

So the bill was passed. 
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The bill to explain and amend the fifth section 


of the act for the better organization of the Uni- | 
ted States marine corps, was read the third time | 


and passed. 
SMITHSON BEQUEST. | 


The bill providing for the disposition and man- | 
agement of the fund bequeathed to the United 


States, in trust, by James Smithson, of London, || 


| 


deceased, for the establishment of an institution 
for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among 
men, was taken up, and, after an animated dis- 
cussion, in which Messrs. ROBBINS, NILES, | 
CALHOUN, WALKER, CRITTENDEN, 
BROWN, BENTON, and HUBBARD partici- | 
pated, it was, on motion of Mr. H., laid on the | 
table—yeas 20, nays 15; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Morris, 
Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Con- 


necticut, Strange, Williams of Maine, Williams of Missis - 
sippi, and Wright—20. 


NAYS — Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Davis, Fulton, | 


Knight, Linn, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, 


Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Walker, and Young—15, eh oe : 
P : P '| arrested by the provincial authorities, and im- 


BOUNDARY OF MAINE. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, rose and asked | 
the indulgence of the Senate to make some re- | 
marks upon an article in a leading journal of this | 
city, (the National Intelligencer,) published this | 
morning, in which the recent proceedings of the | 
State of Maine and of the people of that State | 
were represented in a light not only unjust, but 
injurious. The struggle in which Maine is now 
engaged to maintain and @efend her rights and | 
the rights of the nation, is one of the deepest in- | 
terest and concern to both; and to find a leading | 
and influential journal at the seat of Government | 
coming out and condemning the course pursued 


by Maine in a controversy with a foreign nation | 


was not only a reproach upon his State, but cal- 
culated to prejudice the public mind upon a ques- 
tion of the first importance to the State and na- 
tion. 


The editorial article referred to is calculated to 





impress upon the nation that the people and the 


Legislature of Maine have been hurried into ** very | 


hasty measures;’’ that * the boundary question is 
not so much a question of real substantial inter- 
est as it is of State feeling, stimulated by the ri- 
valry between the two great parties in the State 
which shall turn it most to its advantage;’’ that 
‘¢the boundary question is a game which is ex- 
pected to be won by the side which succeeds in | 
driving the ball furthest;’’ that **the Governor of | 
Maine gets the Legislature to authorize him to | 
send out a body of men to drive the British sub- | 


jects off from the land which Great Britain claims | 


and actually oceupies, and which is claimed also | 


as territory of the United States;”’ and ** the first | 
y 


that Congress hears of them is, that the Governor 
of Maine is actually levying war against a Power 
in amity with the United States.” 

Maine is now struggling, and perhaps bleeding, | 





in defense of her rights, invaded and threatened 
by a foreign Power; and to see her Government | 
and people thus unjustly and injuriously treated, | 
is too much for any of her representatives to suffer | 
to pass unneticed and unrebuked. He had noth- | 


ing to say of the motives which could have in- || 


duced the publication; his business was to expose 
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MARINE CORPS. | 


| 








to the Senate and to the nation the great injustice || 


done by this publication to his State and to the 
government of it, and with this view he desired | 


to place before the Senate the facts which had led || 


to the present alarming and interesting state of 
affairs. - As to the right of the United States and | 
Maine to the territory in dispute between this | 
country and Great Britain, he would not say 


‘ 











waska, was through the British Provinces and up 
the St. Johns river. 

The commissioners under the treaty of Ghent 
had been expected to settle and determine the 
treaty line, until about the time Maine was sep- 
arated from Massachusetts; and until their dis- 
agreement was made public, no one had any 


|| apprehension that Great Britain would pretend 


that the highlands of the treaty were to be found 
at Mar’s Hill. In 1820 Maine became a separate 
State, owning one half of the unsold lands, and 
Massachusetts the other half; and in 1821 or 
1822, an agent of the State of Maine was sent 
into the Madawaska and Aroostook countries to 
ascertain their condition, to look after the timber, 
and to prosecute trespassers. This was effected, 
and satisfaction obtained for the timber which 
had been cut. ‘The same course was pursued the 
following year, and nearly, if not quite, every 
year from that time to this. In 1825, the land 
agents of Massachusetts and Maine were em- 
powered to convey lands in the Madawaska set- 
tlements, and in 1826 some lots were conveyed to 
settlers there. In 1827, Baker and others were 


prisoned at Frederickton for alleged misdemean- 
ors at Madawaska in raising the American flag 
and stopping his Majesty’s mail. After a long 
confinement he was tried, convicted, and sen- 
tenced by a foreign court to pay a fine and suffer 
imprisonment. These proceedings were protested 
against by this Government, and Baker’s release 
was the consequence; but no satisfaction for the 
wrong has ever been obtained. In 1831, Hunne- 
well, Wheelock, and Savage were arrested and 
imprisoned, under provincial authority, for at- 
tempting to organize the town of Madawaska, 
under a law of the State of Maine. Upon remon- 
strance being made, they were finally pardoned 
and set at liberty, but no recompense was ever 
made for the wrong done them. In 1837, Gree- 
ley, who was employed under a law of the State 
of Maine to enumerate the persons at Madawas- 
ka, was twice arrested and committed to prison 
by the provincial authorities, and finally released 
upon the demand of this Govefnment; but with- 
out any satisfaction being made for the wrong 
done him. 

In consequence of these difficulties, and to avoid 
the evils of aconflict of jurisdiction, an informal, 
and somewhat indefinite, understanding was had 
between the Governments of the United States 
and Great Britain, that pending the negotiation 
and arbitration as to the line of boundary between 
the two countries, neither party should extend its 
jurisdiction in the disputed territory, or do acts 
to strengthen its claim to the prejudice of the other 
party. While itis admitted that the British Gov- 
ernment might well claim jurisdiction over the 
early settled part of Madawaska, it can scarcely 
be pretended that such claim would include the 
American settlers further up the St. Johns, who 
settled there about the year 1816; but however 
that may be, there can be no just pretense that the 
British Government ever had jurisdiction in the 
Aroostook country. And as relates to recent 
events in Maine, it is important to keep in mind 
that the facts, so far as relate to the question of juris- 
diction, are very different in the Aroostook coun- 
try from what they are in the Madawaska coun- 
try. In the latter, there were early settlements 
and grants from the Crown. In the former, the 
first settlements were not earlier than 1822, made 
by American citizens and persons from the Prov- 
inces, who resorted there to be within American 
territory, and beyond the reach of their Provincial 
creditors. Very soon after the establishment of 


| the monument at the source of the St. Croix, a 


more than to refer to the unanimous declaration of | 


both Houses of Congress at the last session. As | 
to the question of jurisdiction, it might be im- 
portant to spread before the Senate the facts in 
the case, which he would do as briefly as possi- 
ble. Prior to 1820, Maine was part of Massa- 
chusetts, and the seat of government was at Bos- | 
ton, four or five hundred miles from the territory | 
now in dispute. But-little was then known of | 
the Madawaska or the Aroostook; they lay far | 
beyond the settled part of the Commonwealth, and | 
with the exception of the Madawaska settlement, | 
were wilderness and uninhabited. Whatever | 
communication there was, and could be, between | 
the settled part of Massachusetts and Mada- | 


| 
} 


line was run due north therefrom, and two ranges 
of townships, each of six miles square, were sur- 
veyed and located by the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, contiguous to that line, and extending 
northwardly many miles beyond the Aroostook 
river. The township including the Aroostook 
river and adjoining to the due nortle line, was 
conveyed by Massachusetts as early as 1807; and 
other townships and parts of townships were con- 
vere soon after, all of which have been, and are, 
held by those grantees and their assigns. 

In 1826, the territory west of these two ranges 
of townships, and extending near to St. Johns 
river; was surveyed under the joint authority of 
Massachusetts and Maine, into townships of six 
miles square, and soon after divided between those 
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February 25, 
States. Many of these townships have been so), 
to individuals, and the others remain th 
erty of the State. A road has been marked oy; 
from the military road, near Mattawamkeac 
across the Aroostook, and thence on to the s; 
Johns, and is well made to the Aroostook river 

The land agents of Maine and Massachusot;s 
have frequently, and almost yearly, been upon 
that territory, sold timber, granted permits, pros. 
ecuted trespassers, and exercised other acts of 
ownership. The persons settled upon that river 
look to Massachusetts and Maine for titles to the 
land they possess; and it is not known that the 
British authorities ever made, or proposed to 
make, grants to any of them. In fact, the only 
claim to judisdiction by the British authorities 
so far as known, depends upon their assumption 
that, as the land once belonged to the Crown, 
and has not been set apart, the title of jurisdic. 
tion remains now in the Crown; that by the ar- 
rangement before mentioned, they retain juris- 
diction until the controversy about the boundary 
| shall be settled; and that thaw have a warden to 
look after trespassers upon the disputed territory, 
| for the benefit of the party to whom the land may 

finally be awarded. The claim to exclusive juris- 
diction is of very recent origin, and without a 
shadow of foundation. Whenever advanced, it 
has been denied by our Government; and in 1829 
we find the Acting Lieutenant Governor of New 
Brunswick, in a letter to the British Minister, 
uses this language: 

**T am induced to submit to your Excellency’s consider- 
ation the propriety of an officer being appointed by the Gen- 
eral Government of the United States, to act in concert 
with Mr. McLaughlan, in guarding against further depre- 
dations, and the infraction of the existing understanding 
between the two Governments, until the pending question 
between the two Governments shall be decided.” 

And now, the claim is to the exclusive juris- 
diction. 

Let us now look at the causes which have 
brought on the alarming state of things which 
threatens the peace of the country, and see 
whether or not the government and people of 
Maine are justly chargeable with ‘* very hasty 
measures.’ 

During the last year, the land agent of Maine 
went twice upon the territory on and about the 
Aroostook waters, saw the persons who had pre- 
pared to cut timber, warned them to desist, and, 
in some cases, sued the persons concerned, and 
obtained satisfaction for what they had cut, and, 
in all instances, the trespassers promised to quit. 
Fearing that, after he should be gone, the tres- 
po might return to their work of destruction, 
ve notified them that, if they should do so, he 
should prosecute them and take their teams. In 
December, the land agents sent Mr. Buckmore 
to the Aroostook and Fish rivers, to prevent, as 
far as he could, any trespassing upon the public 
lands. 

In January, that agent reported to the Governor 
of Maine that vast depredations were committed 
by some two or three hundred persons, who not 
only refused to desist, but defied the power of the 
State to prevent their cutting timber to any extent 
| they pleased. The Governor communicated that 
information to the Legislature then in session. 
The Legislature thereupon ‘directed the land 
agent forthwith to employ sufficient force to ar- 
rest, detain, and imprison all persons trespassing 
upon the territory of the State, and to dispose of 
the teams, lumber, and other materials of the 
trespassers, as he should deem necessary and 
expedient.’’ Under this resolve, the land agent 
| proceeded with about two hundred chosen men 
to the scene of operations on the Aroostook, dis- 
persed most of the trespassers, and arrested some 
fifteen or twenty. On the following night, while 
the land agent was in bed, he was surrounded by 
armed men, and ordered to Frederickton. On 
his inquiring their authority, they presented bay- 
onets, and compelled him to go with them to 
Woodstock, where there was some examination 
by magistrates, and then ordered to Frrederickton 
under military guard, in a most humiliating man- 
ner. What is his present condition is not known. 


© prop- 





Upon this, Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of New Brunswick, issued his proclama- 
tion, reciting that he had received information 
that a party of armed persons, two hundred or 
more, had invaded that province from the neigh- 
boring State of Maine, for the professed object 
of exercising authority, and driving off persons 
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to 
ee hv military force to proceed forthwith to | 
the place where these outrages are said to have 
been committed, as well to repel foreign invasion | 
as to preventillegal acts of her a subjects, | 
a draft of militia from two brigades. Upon receipt | 
of that proclamation, the Governor of Maine or- 
dered a reinforcement of five hundred armed men 
to sustain the land agent’s party in the discharge | 
of their duty, communicated the proclamation to | 
the Legislature, with a statement of what had 
occurred; and also transmitting a letter received 
by him from Lieutenant Governor Harvey, in 
which the latter asserted the right of exclusive 
jurisdiction over the disputed territory, and in- 
forming that he had instructions not to suffer any 
interference with the possession or jurisdiction of that 
territory, asking that the land agent’s party may 
be withdrawn, and adding that ‘** he had directed 
a strong force of her Majesty’s troops to be in 
readiness to support her Majesty’s authority, and 
protect her Majesty’s subjects in the disputed 
territory, in the event of that request not being | 
immediately complied with.”’ he Legislature 
approved the Governor’s course, and made a 
large appropriation to enable him to carry it out. | 
The Governor returned an answer to Sir John 
Harvey, that he should not comply with his re- 
quest, and that the land agent’s party would not 


be withdrawn, so long as he could find sufficient | 


force to maintain them there, and one thousand | 
men have already marched, and no doubt are at | 
this moment upon the disputed territory, to sus- | 
tain the land agent, and to execute the laws of | 
their State, and, if attacked, may now be pouring 
out their blood in defense of their country, and in 
maintaining the rights and honor of their State. 
The Governor has communicated all to the Pres- | 
ident, and we rp expect a message to-morrow, | 
informing us of the course he may think proper 
to pursue on this momentous question. _ | 
Having stated the facts, as Mr. W. believed 
them to exist, he submitted to the Senate and to 
the nation whether the government or people of | 
Maine were justly chargeable with adopting ‘‘ very 
hasty measures,’ or‘ levying waragainsta Power | 
inamity with the United States?”’ As to the idea | 
of the boundary question being in Maine a part 
question, ora game to be won * by the side whiek 
succeeds in driving the ball furthest,’’ it was no 
such thing. Although there are political parties 
in Maine, they are extinguished upon this great, | 
vital, and all-absorbing question of Coates, and | 
the maintenance of the rights and honor of the | 
State. On this question there is but one voice and 
one determination, as well in the government as in 
the people of Maine; and that is, to maintain in- 
violate her whole territory; and, before yielding to 
the haughty demand of the Lieutenant Governor 
of New Brunswick to withdraw her land agent 
and the force necessary to sustain him in the ex- 
ecution of his duties, the best blood of her citi- 
zens will be freely shed to repel invasion, and to 
vindicate the rights of Maine and the honor of | 
the nation. 
Mr. WALKER said that he was not at all sur- | 
prised at the course of the paper alluded to on 
this subject. It had but followed its instincts in 
this matter. In the difficulties with the Indians 
ithad advocated their pretensions in opposition 
to the Government; in our difficulties with France 
itwas the French organ; in our dispute with Mex- 
ico it was the Mexican organ; and in the present | 
difficulty it was very natural it should be the Brit- | 


ish organ. Whenever we have had difficulties 
with a foreign Power, this paper was sure to be 
found advocating foreign interests. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore interposed, and 
said there being no question before the Senate, 
the remarks of the Senator were out of order. 
Mr. DAVIS, by unanimous consent, offered 
some remarks on the subject of the difficulty on 
the borders of Maine; and said that, as to the 
question of the right of this country to the dis- | 
pee territory, there was not a shadow of doubt, 
ut advised calmness and deliberation in the con- | 
sideration of the matter. If, on a full and calm | 
consideration of the matter, an appaal to arms for | 
the protection and defense of our rights was. 


thought necessary, he would not be found falter- 
ing. 


CITIZENS IN OREGON. 


an motion of Mr. LINN, the bill to provide | 
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be cutting timber therein, and ordering States residing in the Oregon Territory, or trad- | be neither slavery nor slave trade at the seat of Govern: 


‘| amendment to offer; but the chairman of the || 


i of Mr. WALKER, after some remarks, indefi- 


|| as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 


'| for resolutions, 


| 


'| the 


the protection of the citizens of the United | 


BE 


e 
— ine ec aenneitetes et ———= 


ing on the Columbia river, was taken up; and, | ment of the United States. 
after some remarks from Mr. L., | Objection having been made, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill was re- Mr. A. proceeded to state that he had in his 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. eee which he desired to eas 
|| and on which these resolutions were founded. It 
NAVY APPEROPMA TION BILL. || was a petition from John Jay and forty-three 
The Navy appropriation bill was then taken most respectable citizens of tha city of New York, 


up; an |, (Mr. A. was here interrupted by cries of 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, said he had an || 


** Order!” 
The SPEAKER having decided that the mo- 
tion to suspend the rule must first be disposed of, 
Mr. ADAMS did not press the motion further 


at this time. 


| Naval Committee [Mr. Rives] not being in his || 


| seat, he hoped the bill would be permitted to lay | 
over till to-morrow. 


_ Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he would call || ~The en having been taken on the motion 
| it up to-morrow at twelve o’clock. of Mr. Camprecene, the rules were suspended. 


DAVID WALLER. 1} REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
The bill granting a pension to David Waller | Mr. STEWART, from the Committee of 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. || Claims, made a report against the petition of 


James Young, 
CIRCUIT COURT IN THE DISTRICT. Mr. RUSSELL, from the same committee, 
The bill to explain and limit the powers of the 


made a report upon the petition of Joseph H. 
circuit court of the District of Columbia, was || Walters; and the same was referred to the Secre- 
taken up and ordered to be engrossed—yeas 24, tary of War. . 
nays 10; as follows: | Also, reported bills for the relief of Daniel 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of Ala- Steenrod and William P. Rathbone. 
bama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nich- Mr. CHAMBERS, from the same committee, 
olas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, | made a report arainst the petition of William 
| Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Wall, Williams of Maine, Thomas 7 

Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—24. ' Ne ° ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis. Poster, Knight, Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
Prentiss, Preston, Swift, Tallmadge, and White—10. merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 

LAND CLAIMS IN MICHIGAN. repairing certain public works. 


: ; : Mr. GIDDINGS, from the committee of 
The bill to amend an act confirming certain | Claims, made a report against the petitions of 

land claims in Michigan was, after some remarks || John M. Pounds and William H. Spiller. 

from Mr. LYON, read a second time, and or- 


hs , Also, reported Senate bill, with amendments, 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. for the relief of Gad Humphreys, of the Terri- 
HEIRS OF PHILIP BARBER. 


tory of Florida. 
The bill for the relief of the legal representa- Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on 
tives of Philip Barber, deceased, was, on motion 


Commerce, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill for the relief of Elisha Eldridge. 

Also, a bill explanatory of an act entitled * An 
act making appropriations for building light- 


—s cothaiidtineneeltetiamenniandhiben | houses, light-boats, beacon-lights, buoys,’’ and 
ese 7-7 oe ee tt ake surveys for the year 1838, passed 7th 


favor awards have been made by the commis- || Jul ag2 

. i e : . uly, ] 550, 

sioners under the several treaties with foreign | Mr. CASEY. from the Committee on Public 
. s x 4 , s 


| Powers, was read a second time, and considered |, Lands, reported, withoutamendment, Senate bills 
: | authorizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth 
engrossed for a third reading. sections granted for thé use of schools, and the 
BOUNTY LANDS TO SOLDIERS. | entry of other lands in lieu thereof; and authorize 
The bill to revive an act authorizing certain | Cettain certificates of deposit to be canceled and 
soldiers of the late war to surrender the bounty || eae ore oa ramet bill was read the 
lands drawn by them, and to locate others in liew || “1d Ume ane passed. 
thereof, was, oo brief explanation from Mr. | ,. Mtr- CHAPMAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
FULTOW, also ordered to be engrossed for a || lic Lands, reported, with amendments, Senate 
third reading || bill for the relief of certain settlers on the public 
‘ lands who were deprived of the benefits of the 
J. AND W. BEESON. |, act granting preémption rights, which was ap- 
The bill for the relief of J. and W. Beeson and || proved on the 19th of May, 1834. 
others was also considered as in Committee of || _ Some debate followed, (directed to the ques- 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a|| tion of engrossment or commitment,) in which 
third reading. Messrs LINCOLN,CHAPMAN, WILLIAMS 
| On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the | of North Carolina, and CRABB participated, 
Senate adjourned. i} When, on motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of 
ee teewen sree ES, ery || oot bata the bill (ayes 82, noes 54) was 
3 Sore i! laid on the table. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | Mr. LOOMIS, from the same committee, re- 
pores with amendment, Senate bill to authorize 


| 
Monpay, February 25, 1839. , 
The regular business of the day being the call | eae eee be Doan adel 
Also, made a report on the subject of securing 
‘| to actual settlers on public lands the right of pre- 
|| emption to their own improvements, when offered 
|| for sale, in preference to others, accompanied by 
| a bill for that purpose. 
AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. | Also, reported a bill authorizing the issuing of 
Mr. ADAMS asked leave to present the fol- || land scrip to satisfy military bounty land war- 
Saat en Ls whi : . || rants. 
| Yewring resolution; which was read for inform || Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the 
| || District of Columbia, reported, without amend- 
| ment, Senate bill supplemental to the act granting 
certain city lots to the corporation of the Colum- 
bia College, for the purposes therein mentioned, 
approved 14th July, 1832. 


nitely postponed. 
The bill to authorize the payment of equitable 








Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
| the rules for the purpose of calling the commit- 


tees for reports, and proceeding with the public 
| business. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Congress assembled, (two thirds of both Houses concurring | 
therein,) That the following amendments to the Constitu- | 
tion of the United States be eee to the several States | 
of the Union, which, when ratified by three fourths of the 
en tt tee Gahel eae ssi aa his bill was read the third time and passed. 

First. From and after the 4th day of July, 1842, there Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the 
shall " — oon oe a pages | ae arene ors] |, Judiciary, reported, without amendment, Senate 
very ; but, on and after i within || },; : . : 

nited States, their Territories or jurisdiction, shall be | bill to oer: the ate tee ore, combina 
born free. | now pending, in which the nk of Columbia, 


Second. With the exception of the Territory of Florida, | in Georgetown, may be a party; which bill was 
there shall henceforth never be admitted into this Union || 


ae ich shail | read the third time and passed. 

as en | 

_ aoe ie conn eee otennte w || Mr. T. also, from the samé committee, reported 
Third. From and after the 4th of July, 1845, there shall) an amendatory bill to authorize the circuit courts 
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of the United States to appoint their own clerks, tion to reconsider the vote abolishing imprison- 
and to regulate the fees of clerks in the States of || ment for debt. 


Louisiana and Alabama. : Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the previous ques- 
Also, Senate bill to abolish imprisonment for || tion. 









posing to appropriate $100,000 for a dry-dock a: 
| ooklyn was still pending, intimated his Wish, 
_ to address the House upon that subject; by: a 


debt in certain cases, without amendment; which || 
bill was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. MARTLN, from the same committee, re- || 
ported a bill to clmnge the terms of the circuit 
court for the eastern district of Louisiana, and the 
southern district of Alabama; which was, on his 
motion, laid on the table. 

Mr. MAY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, Sen- 
ate bill to confirm the title to a certain tract of | 
land in the county of Mobile. 

Also, for the relief of Daniel Maisaque. 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Massachusetts, from the 
same committee, reported, with amendments, 
Senate bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, | 
approved 9th July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the erection of certain 
military works on the northeastern frontier of the 
United States. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported, at length, relative to the 
commercial intercourse between the United States 
and the British provinces of Nova Scotia and New | 
Srunswick. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Rev- || 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief |. 
of Jacob Adams, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- |! 
tee, reported, without amendment, Senate bill for | 
the relief of Joseph Bassett; and made a report | 
against the petition of Jacob White. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same | 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Elisha | 
Benton; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. J. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Jacob White; which was laid on the || 
table. || 

Mr. CHILDS, from the same committee, re- || 
ported a bill granting a pension to Elnathan || 
Sears. 

Mr. FRY, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill granting a pension to Christian Brougher, | 
of Pennsylvania, and made a report against the || 
petition of Margaret Wade. 

Also, reported Senate bill to establish a pension 
agency at Montpelier, in Vermont, with amend - 
ments. 

| 


i] 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals, made a report upon the subject of an 
appropriation for improving the navigation of the 
Ohio river, and reported an amendment to the | 
joint resolution now before the House, author- 
izing certain military surveys. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Cominilstice on Public || 
Buildings and Grounds, made a report upon the || 
subject of having the public buildings, hereafter | 
to be erected, built either of marble or granite, || 
instead of sandstone. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Buildings and Grounds, laid before the House 
certain communications in relation to the material || 
for the construction of public buildings; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JENIFER, chairman of the select com- | 
mittee to which had been referred so much of the | 
President’s message as relates to the tobacco trade 
with foreign nations, made a report; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD said that as this was a very 
important report, he would move the printing of 
five thousand extra copies. 

And the rule having been suspended, the mo- |, 
tion to print (having been urged briefly by Messrs. || 
HOWARD, and JOHNSON of Maryland) was || 
agreed to. 

Mr. MAY presented certain joint resolutions || 
from the Legislature of Illinois, on the subject of |, 
the currency; which were read, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


| 
| 
j 
| 


' the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| 
i 
| table; whicl 1 j 
| table; which motion was rejected. 


| to O, Wallace to withdraw certain papers from || 


The bill having, on motion of Mr. ROBERT- | 


| son, been read, 


The previous question was seconded, and the || 


main question (being on the reconsideration) was | 
ordered and taken; {| 


And the motion to reconsider was rejected. 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 


On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the act amend- 
ing the act in relation to the judicial system of | 


| the United States was taken up on the question | 
| of final passage. 


Mr. EVERETT moved to recommit the bill to | 
Union, for the purpose of striking out the second || 
section. 
Some debate followed, in which Messrs. EVE- | 
RETT and THOMAS participated. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the previous | 
question. 


Mr. EVERETT moved to Jay the bill on the 


The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered; 
And the bill was passed. 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, leave was granted | 


the files of the House. 


Mr. WORD, on leave, presented certain joint | 
resolutions from the Legislature of Mississippi, | 


he was mistaken as to the question now befor, 


the committee, and holding to the opinion that 
time is money, if the House had no objection, j,, 
would write his views out upon that subject ’. 
stead of contributing to its waste at this late p,.. 


| riod of the session. The House granted him 
| leave 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved an amendment to dis. 
tribute certain copies of the Documentary His. 
tory of the United States, now in the State Depart. 
ment, among the members of the House who haq 
not received them; which was agreed to. 

On another item of appropriation which pro. 


| posed both an outfit and salary to a chargé to 
| Holland, Mr. STANLY inquired of Mr. Hoy. 


arp, chairman of the Committee on Foreign Ap. 


|| fairs, whether it was intended to recall the present 


minister, (Mr. Devizac,) and appoint another? 
Mr. HOWARD replied, it was his opinion 


_ that there would be a change in that mission, 


Mr. STANLY inquired whether he was at lib. 
erty to state whether certain rumors stating the 
present Minister to be a public defaulter were 


| well founded ? 


Mr. HOWARD replied that he did not know, 
or feel himself authorized to state. 

Mr. SLADE moved to strike out the item of 
an outfit for a chargé to Holland; and on that 


| motion went into a speech, at large, in favor of 


appointing a diplomatic agent to Hayti. 
Mr. 8S. spoke for several hours, and was finally 


in relation to post roads in the United States. 
Also, presented the petition of David G. Har- 


|| vey. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The House again resolved itself into the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


(Mr. Banxs in the chair) on the above bill. 
The appeal in relation to the amendment for a 
reappropriation for a dry-dock at Brooklyn was 


called to order, and the House refused to permit 
| him to continue his remarks, after considerable 
|| conference, and various motions for the commit- 
| tee to rise. 

| Mr. SERGEANT moved an item of $15,000 
| to pay the clerks in the custom-house at Phila- 
|| delphia certain arrears of salary, or so much of 
| that sum as might be necessary; and, in support 
| of the claim, said it had been acknowledged by 
‘| the collector and Secretary of the Treasury as 


| States and Texas of the 25th April, 1838.” 


object not authorized by law. 


| WHITTLESEY, and CUSHING took part, and 
_which resulted in affirming the decision of the 


| duties of the office being as laborious as they 


withdrawn; and so the question pending on Sat- 
urday fell to the ground. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the fol- || 
lowing item was stricken out, (provision having | 
been made therefor in another bill:) 

** For carrying into effect the treaty between the United 


Mr. SLADE moved to amend the bill by insert- | 
ing an appropriation of $2,000, to enable the Pres- | 
ident to defray the expenses of sending a com- | 
mercial agent to Hayti, for the purpose of estab- | 
lishing commercial relations therewit 

The CHAIRMAN decided this amefidment to 
be out of order, on the ground that it was for an | 

Mr. SLADE appealed from the decision; and | 
a debate followed, in which Messrs. SLADE, 
CAMBRELENG, CRAIG, FLETCHER of 
Massachusetts, LEGARE, TILLINGHAST, | 
WISE, HOWARD, TOUCEY, ADAMS, 


Chair. 
A variety of amendments were moved by Mr. | 
CAMBRELENG, and agreed to. After which, | 


another question of order occupied the House on | 


an item moved by Mr. C., the operation of which | 
would be to restore to certain officers of the cus- | 


_toms the salaries they received in 1832; the re- | 
_ peal of the duties on certain articles, and the op-— 


erations of the tariff having deprived them of the | 
sources from which they received the same; the 


were when the act regulating their pay became a | 
law. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amend- | 
ment was in order, because it proposed to fulfill |, 
the provisions of a former act. 

Mr. EVERETT resisted this as an increase of | 
expenditure not authorized by law; and the ques- | 
tion was debated by Messrs. EVERETT, CAM- | 


un 


| just. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG said he had no doubt 
the justice of the claim, but upon the same prin- 


| ciple as the amendment offered by him, proposing 


to supply a deficiency in the salaries of other 
custom-house clerks, it was out of order. The 
Chair decided his amendment was in order, but 
the committee thought proper to reverse that de- 
cision. To be consistent, the committee ought 
to declare this out of order. 


The CHAIRMAN, however, again decided 


| (notwithstanding the reversal of his former de- 
_ cision) that this amendment was in order. 


The decision was sustained by the committee, 
and the amendment agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG presented certain addi- 
tional items of amendment; which were agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, presented 
an amendment in the shape of a new section, the 
object of which was to confine all civil officers 


and agents to their salaries, so that they shall not 


receive, by fees or otherwise, more than $4,000; 
the surplus to be paid over to the Treasury. The 
amendment excepts certain officers therein named. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG objected that the amend- 


ment was not in order, on the ground that it was 


‘| not in order to modify or repeal a law creating 


salaries, &c., in a general appropriation bill. 
The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to 
be in order. 
After some debate between Messrs. WIL- 


_LIAMS of North Carolina, CAMBRELENG, 
/and REED, 


Mr. BRONSON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding thereto, ‘or any other officer 
whose salary is fixed by law.”’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, accepted 
the modification; and the amendment was agreed 


to. ; 
Mr. McKAY offered an amendment that no 
officers or persons whose salaries are fixed by law 


ssrecnntinnintanieen tainly: ING, HOWARD, CUSHMAN, WILLIAMS 


| BRELENG, BRIGGS, PETRIKIN, CUSH- | 
|of North Carolina, REED, PARMENTER, | 


and regulation shall receive any allowance for 
disbursement of public moneys, &c., unless av- 
thorized by lgw. 


Mr. WALLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill abolishing 
imprisonment for debt in certain cases had been |} 
passed. The motion was entered, 

On motion of Mr. TOUCEY, the rules were 
suspended for the purpose of considering the mo- 








LEGARE, RANDOLPH, and MERCER; when | An amendment to the amendment was offered 
the decision of the Chair was reversed by the | limiting to thirty dollars per annum the sum to 
House, and the amendments rejected. | be expended by the heads of Executive Depart- 


Mr. PRATT, in the course of the above debate, | ments for newspa or periodicals not necessary 


under the impression that the appeal from the | for the use of their offices; which was agreed to. 
decision of the Chair upon the amendment pro- |; And the amendment as amended was agreed to. 
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Mr. BOND moved a new section, that the print- 
ing of the Executive Departments shall be done 
by contract; proposals to be advertised for, and 
contracts to be let to the lowest bidder. 

After a few remarks from Mr. B., the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved to 
amend the bill by striking out ‘* for compensa- 
tion to the clerks in the office of the ene 
the Treasury, per act of 23d June, 1836, $3,600.” 

After a few remarks from Messrs. GARLAND | 
of Louisiana, and CAMBRELENG, (the latter | 

ntleman having stated that such clerks were | 
still required ,) re 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, modified his 
motion so as to insert, after ‘* 1836,’ the words | 
“entitled an act to regulate the deposits of the || 

ublic money.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DOTY moved an amendment appropriat- 
ing $10,000 for surveys of the public lands north 
of the Wisconsin. \| 

Mr. DOTY and Mr. CAMBRELENG sup- || 

orted the amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the bill by | 
inserting ‘* five’’ instead of * eight’’ dollars per || 
mile for surveying the public lands in Louisiana. | 

After a few remarks from Messrs. GARLAND | 
of Louisiana and PETRIKIN, 

The amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the ap. | 
propriation of $32,000 for contingent expenses, | 

ay, mileage, &c., of the members of the Legis- | 
aire of Wisconsin, was reduced to $25,000. | 

Mr. DROMGOOLE offered a new section, in- |! 
creasing the salaries of such clerks in the De- 
partments of War, Treasury, and Navy, and | 
clerks of both Houses of Congress and the Li- || 
brary, &c., whose salaries were under $2,000. || 
{Increasing the salaries of all officers drawing | 
under $1,000 twenty per cent., and over that | 
sum, but under $2,000, ten per cent.] 

The motion was shaerind fy Messrs. DROM- 
GOOLE and BOULDIN, and opposed by Mr. 
GRAVES, who called upon all those gentlemen 
who were opposed to this Administration on the | 
ground of its extravagance, to resist this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the amend- 
nent by including the clerks in the General Post 

ce. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE accepted this as a modifi- 
cation. 

The debate was continued by Mr. PRATT, 
who said he was opposed to the amendment of | 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoote.] 
He thought, by a prudent application of the sala- 
ries they now receive, it was a competency to 
support them in a genteel style. He inferred 
from the quarter in which the amendment ong: 
ated, and the ready support which it received by | 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Perri- | 


| 
tt 
1} 








kIn,] there should strong suspicions attach to it. 
He was notastonished that these gentlemen should 
step forward to take care of those who belonged 
to their State by birth—they were governed by a | 
kind of State pride in the matter. He had exam- 
ined into the condition of the Departments of 
Government in this respect, to ascertain whether 
the State he in part represented had her‘quota in | 
the public service of the country; and he was | 
somewhat astonished to find that the sons of |! 
Virginia received from the Government more than 
$500,000, and Pennsylvania $200,000, in the way | 
of salaries, whilst the great State of New York 

received not more than $50,000. He had pre- | 
pared statements to show this result, but would 
not detain the House to read them. He was op- | 
posed to any increase; and he was astonished to || 
find some gentlemen who ta!ked so much about || 
extravagant expenditures, so ready to come for- | 
ward to heap large salaries upon non-producing | 
officials; but when any proposition to do justice 

to the workingmen in the employment of the 

Government was before us, they spurned it from 

them. These are the men who deserve and need 

the assistance and protection of Congress. Their 

faces are ground into the dust, whilst those less 

worthy are pampered in indolence. These per- | 
fumed Whig officeholders, who push themselves | 
forward as the leaders of the ton, should never 
receive his vote to increase the means to promote 
ere extravagance, and to increase their in- || 
nee 
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| by 
| GRAVES, and EWING. 


| amended was rejected. 


Gentlemen in the Opposition need not appre- | 
hend that an increase of salary would be giving 
these officials the means to assist in perpetuating | 
this Administration. No, there need be no fears 
upon that score; but, on the other hand, it would 
be voting means to overthrow the present Admin- 
istration; for itcan be proved beyond controversy 
that more than two thirds of them were opposed 
to it. He did not wish to be understood as cast- 
ing an 
Sand, be had an exalted opinion of many. He 
would ask gentlemen to look to the workingmen | 
in the employment of the Government, who work 
from sun to sun, in this District, and emphat- 


|| ically, and in truth, earn their bread by the sweat 
| of their brow, and receive probably the pittance 


of $1 50 per day. Itis those who should receive 
an increase of their pay, those who are contribut- 
ing to build up your Navy, and ‘adding to the 
glory of the country, they are equally, if not more 
meritorious, and their employment 1s equally in- 
tellectual as those who are the mere scribes or 


examiners of other men’s inventions. He sin- 


| cerely wished that he could contribute to pay this | 


class of men more in accordance with their merits, 
industry, and efficiency. He hoped the amend- 
ment would be rejected; but if there is to be an 
increase, let it be done in the proper manner, at 


| the next session, including the workingmen, as | 
' well as the clerks. 


The debate was further continued by Mr. Mc- | 
KENNAN, in favor of the amendment. 
The amendment was also supported further by 
Messrs. BOULDIN and SLADE, and opposed 
Messrs. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the amend- | 
ment by striking out $2,000 and inserting $1,800. 
_ Mr. P. spoke in favor of the whole proposi- | 


tion. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE accepted this also as a || 


modification, and further modified his amendment 
by including the clerks in the Attorney General’s | 


office. | 
After some further remarks by Mr. GRAVES, || 


Mr. SLADE moved to amen 
by making the maximum $1,600. 


the amendment | 


The question being taken, the amendment as | 
Mr. BOND moved to strike out the appropri- || 
ation of $100,000 for the construction of the new || 
Treasury building. 
Some remarks followed from Messrs. BOND, 
CAMBRELENG, and LINCOLN. 


The amendment was rejected. 


OBE. _ 


] 
\| 


20 


| Mr. CAMBRELENG followed in a few re- 
_ marks, and expressed his conviction that, to be 
successful, the gentleman must at least modify 
| his motion. He appealed to the gentleman not 

to press his motion at this late hour, and to allow 
| the bill to be reported. 

Mr. HALSTED (at half past twelve o’clock) 
moved that the committee rise; which motion 


| | was rejected. 
imputation upon them; but, on the other | 


Some furtherdebate followed, in which Meson 
OGLE and MALLORY participated. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY indicated his desire to 
address the committee; and, as the hour was so 
late, moved that the committee rise. 

And the committee having divided; there ap- 
peared—ayes 25. 

Mr. M. withdrew the motion before the noes 
' were counted. 

Mr. CHAMBERS renewed the motion; and 
there appeared—avyes 25, noes 52; no quorum. 
Mr. ROBERTSON moved that the committee 
rise and report the fact; when there appeared— 
ayes 25, noes 45; no quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply to Mr. R., decided 
that it required the vote of a majority of those 
present in committee to rise and report the fact of 
the want of a quorum. 

Mr. MERCER appealed. 

A &cene of much confusion and disorder en- 
sued, and some conversation of a personal char- 
tae at Mr. CHAMBERS and the CHAIR- 
MAN. 

The appeal was debated by Mr. MERCER. 

Mr. HOWARD reminded the members that a 
subject of the most vital interest would be up to- 
morrow, affecting the character and honor of the 
country, which must be acted upon; and he im- 
plored the committee to take this bill out of com- 
mittee to-night. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, was as 
anxious to get the bill out of committee as an 
| gentleman; but he was not willing that the bill 
should be reported when not even a quorum was 
present. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST debated the appeal. 

After which, Mr. TOUCEY moved that the 


|| committee rise; which motion was agreed to, 
The amendment was agreed to. i| 


And the committee having risen, the Chair- 
man reported the fact of the absence of a quo- 


‘| rum. 


Mr. TOUCEY moved that the House adjourn; 
on which motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and refused. 

And then (at one o’clock, a. m.) the House 
adjourned. 








Mr. LINCOLN moved to increase the above | 
appropriation to $135,000. 
After some remarks from Messrs. EVERETT | 
and LINCOLN, 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. HARRISON moved to amend the bill by | 
adding to other similar.appropriations an amount | 
for surveys of public lands in Missouri. 
Mr. YELL moved to amend the amendment | 
by extending the benefit of the appropriation to | 
Arkansas, 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 


to. 
The amendment as amended was rejected. 
Mr. SLADE offered the following amendment, | 
to come in at the end of the bill: 

And he it further enacted, That the President be, and 
hereby is, requested duly to aceredit to the Government of | 
the Republic of Hayti the commercial agents of the United | 


States now residing, or who may hereafter be appointed to 
reside, near that Government. 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to | 
be out of order. 
Mr. SLADE appealed, and spoke briefly to | 
the question. 
The decision of the Chair was sustained. 
Mr. OGLE moved to strike out the appropri- | 





i 
} 


Mr. MILLER presented certain joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Missouri. 
Also, petitions signed by Abraham Vanmeter, 
William Hook, and others, asking the establish- 
| ment of a mail route from Jonesboro, in Saline 
county, Missouri, by the way of Hook’s Mills, 
Victoria, to Carrollton, in Carroll county, in said 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. The petition of 
P. Walsh and others, citizens of Missouri, ask- 
ing the passage of a law by Congress, ratifying 
and confirming an act passed by the Legislature 
of the ‘Territory of Wisconsin on the 16th Jan- 
uary, 1838, for the partition of the Half-Breed In- 
dian lands in the now Territory of lowa; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
A joint memorial of the General Assembly of the 
State of Missouri, asking the passage of a law 
| by Congress granting to all persons who ma 
hereafter settle on the public lands, and who shall 
continue to occupy the same for two years after 
| settlement on such lands, the right of preémption 
| thereto; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Public Lands. A joint memorial of the General 
| Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking the 
| passage of a law by Congress requiring the Com- 
| missioner of the General Land Office, or the regis- 


‘| branch mint of Georgia. 


ation for the branch mints in North Carolina, || ter of the particular land district where land may 
Louisiana, and Georgia, and to appropriate $600 || be hereafter purchased, to indorse on each patent 
each to persons to take charge of the public prop- | or plat of the section in which said land lies, the 
erty there. || length of the boundary lines thereof, and a plain 
Mr. O. addressed the committee at greatlength, | description of the section, fractional section, quar- 
and in review of the numerous expedite made | ter section, and legal subdivisional corners of the 
on the currency, the last of which was the sub- || same, and that the same be done free of expense 
Treasury, which had been so often and so em- | to the purchasers; which was referred to the 
phaticall condemned. “|| Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. HOLSEY replied, in vindication of the | Mr. RIDGWAY presented a petition signed 
i | by forty-two femnies and twenty-nine males, of 
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Marion county, Ohio, who memorialize the Sen- 
ate and House of ne of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, to take 
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| seph Campan, Ann Smith, Francis Cicott, Cor- 
nelius O’F lynn, assignees of the heirs of Henry 
Campan, Victor Morass, the assignees of Jean B. 


into consideration the condition of the descend- || Cicott, and John M. Wilson, John Hulbert, and 
ants of Africa who are now groaning under the || James L. Schoolcraft, all praying Congress to 


galling yoke of slavery. They ask Congress to 
use their utmost influence, in a peaceful manner, 


'| grant them other lands in lieu of those claimed 
|| by them; which had been sold or disposed of by 


as acouncil desiring the welfare of all its sub- || the United States; which were referred to accom- 
iects, for the deliverance of the African race, that | pany Senate bill No. 71, being a general bill to 
ey may enjoy, under our Government, the rights || provide for such cases. 


and privileges of free men. 
state that they have viewed, and deeply lamented, 
the system of slavery as practiced in this nation, 


believing it to be entirely at variance with the | 


Christian réligion; which was laid on the table. 
Also, a petition signed by sixty-five females and 
fifty-six males, from the same section of Ohio. 
They state that they have viewed, deplored, and 
deeply lamented, the condition of the aborigines 


of our country, which they believe calls loudly || 


upon every Christian and philanthropist to inter- 
cede in their behalf; believing, as they do, that 
they are, and have been, a most injured people, 
driven from thcir homes, possessions, and the 
graves of their fathers, to seek an unknown and 
unmolested refuge, and that they were the original 
owners of the soil we now possess. Therefore, 
they desire of Congress, in their legislative capa- 
city, to extend the hand of mercy to this péople, 
by permitting them to enjoy, peaceably, the small 
remnants of their possessions which they now 
occupy, and like a kind father to extend the arm 
of protection over the residue of this people, that 
the blessing of Heaven may rest upon us; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 





Hovse or Representatives, February 27, 1839. 

In the Globe of Tuesday night, February 6, 1839, it is 
mentioned that the proposition of Mr. Oeie, of Pennsyl- 
vania, to strike out the appropriation to carry on the oper- 
ation of the branch mints, &c., was debated by Messrs. 
Oate, Roserrson of Virginia, Stanty, and W. Tuompr- 
SON, in favor of the amendment. This is a mistake, as far 
as lam concerned. I replied to my colleague, Mr. Mont- 
GOMERY, and commented upon the mismanagement of 
and large expenditures at, the branch mint in Charlotte. 

I replied to Mr. Monrcomery because I thought, from 
his remarks, he intended to censure the Governor of North 
Carolina. 

For the reasons assigned by Messrs. Granam and Daw- 
soN, I should oppose the amendment. 

Will you correct this mistake ? 

Respectfully. &e., 


EDW. STANLY. 
Messrs. Brain & Rives. 


The reporter’s understanding of the tenor and general | 
beari ‘the remarks of Mr. STANLY, i is col- || . 
aring of the remarks of Mr. Stancy, in reply to his col- || 5 second reading, and the report ordered to be | 


league. (Mr. MontGomery, who opposed the amendment 
of Mr. Oce to suspend the operations of the branch mint 
at Charlotte,) and his censure of the manner in which that 


The memorialists | 


} 


|| the expunging resolution; which were laid on the 


table. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


} 


|| nance, to which was referred an act to fix the 


| compensation of the keeper of the public archives | 
in the Territory of Florida, reported the same | 


without amendment. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on Military 
| Affairs, to which was referred the following bills, 
reported the same without amendment: 
| An act for the relief of Zebulon Paxson; and 
| An act for the relief of William Clark. 
| Mr. W., from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
| to which was referred an act granting to the su- 

preme court of the Territory of Iowa the same 
| compensation as that of Wisconsin, reported the 
| Same without amendment. 
Mr. W.., from the same committee, reported a 


bill for the relief of parties interested in the un- | 
settled estates of persons proceeded against as | 


bankrupts; which was read a first and second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Vhole, and, after some remarks from Messrs. 
WALL and TALLMADGE, was ordered to be 
engrossed. 
| Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merece, to which was referred various memorials 
and papers on the subject, reported a bill author- 
izing the erection of certain light-houses and light- 


' boats, and the establishment of certain buoys and | 


beacon-lights; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 


| Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Private 


(| Land Claims, to which was referred the bill for |! 
| the relief of Joshua and William E. Kennedy, | 


made an unfavorable report thereon. 
Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


| printed. 
| Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Foreign 


mint had been conducted, justified him in classing Mr. 8., || Relations, to which was referred an act for the 
in the brief summary published in the Globe, among those || 


: it 
who were in favor of breaking up that establishment.—ReE- || relief of Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, reported 


rORTER. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespar, Fibruary 26, 1839. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented acom- | 


munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in relation to the allowances made to marshals; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. LYON presented a memorial from John 
P. Richardson and nineteen others, asking Con- 


gress to establish military posts on the Columbia || 


river, and to hold out inducements to emigrants 
to the Oregon territory. 


ing to each emigrant one thousand acres of land, 
a sufficient number of enterprising young men 
would go there to defend the country against 
attacks from any quarter. 


quainted with them, and knew them to be young 
men of character and respectability, he had no 
doubt they would perform whatever they prom- 
ised. 

The memorial was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, presented a peti- | 


, |, our affairs, but that from the lateness of the pe- || Williams oF Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, an 
tion from between six and seven hundred persons | 


residing on or near the Penobscot river, praying 
for the erection of military defenses on the north- 
eastern frontier; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


| 
| 


| i 


i 


| 
| 


These young men | 
would be of the number; and as he was ac- | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


Mr, LYON presented eight petitions from the | 


following named persons: Marie. Germaine, Jo- 


a | Rives, in relation to the interference of Federal 
Mr. L. said if Congress would passa Jaw grant- || “won Paton 


| the same with amendments. 
| ents, to which was referred a paper purporting 
| to come from Thomas Coyle, asked to be dis- 
| charged from the further consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 


RESOLUTION INTRODUCED. 
| 


| Mr, DAVIS asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution to 
fix the value of the pound sterling of the British 
| provinces at our custom-houses; which was read 


twice, and referrea to the Committee on Com- || 


| merce, 


INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 
The resolution offered some time since by Mr. 


_ officers in elections was taken up; and 


| On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississip- 
| pi, laid on the table. 


BOUNTY LAND TO SETTLERS. 
The bill to set apart a belt of land on the west- 


| 
! 
| 





ansas, as bounty lands, to be granted to settlers 


| | 
|| ern borders of the States of Missouri and Ark- } 
| | 


frontier, was taken up; and after some remarks | 
from Mr. FULTON on its great importance to | 
the people of Arkansas in the present situation of | 


: . . . : | 
riod it was impossible for it to be acted on atthe | 





table; which was agreed to. 
LAND FOR MILITARY USES. 


The bill to authorize the inhabitants of town- 
ship eight north, range thirty-two. west, in the 


Mr. BAYARD presented resolutions to rescind || 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- } 


| Joseph Campan; which was read and ordered to | 


| Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Pat- 


engaged for a term of years in the defense of the | 


present séssion, he moved that it be laid on the || 
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State of -Arkansas, to enter a section of land in 
lieu of the sixteenth section of said townshi 
upon condition that the same is surrendered tg 
the United States for military purposes, 


BILLS ENGROSSED. 
- 


| The following bills were severally considered 
|, as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
| engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill to authorize the location of the preémp- 
| tion certificates given by the register of the land 
|| office at Batesville, in Arkansas, under the act of 
|| the 26th of May, 1824, on any of the public lands 
|| for sale in the State of Arkansas; 
|| A bill for the relief of Daniel B. Bush; 
|| A bill for the relief of John S. Billings; 
| A bill for the relief of the administrator on the 
|| estate of Joseph Edson; 
|| A bill to provide for additional clerks in the Pog 
|| Office Department and the Auditor’s Office eo. 
‘| nected therewith, and for other purposes; 
| A bill for the relief of John Richey; 

'| A bill for the relief of John L. Scott; 

|| A bill for the relief of Charles A. Dodd; 

| A bill for the relief of Richard Robertson; 
| A bill for the relief of John Burke; 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Leighton; 

A bill granting to certain persons therein named 
the right of preémption to a section of land in 
Ottawa county, in the State of Michigan; and 

A joint resolution to authorize the purchase of 
. = oy in the river Delaware, called the Pea 

atch. 


JOHN H. CLARK. 


The bill for the relief of John H. Clark was 
considered, and on the question of its engross- 
ment, it was decided in the negative. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of David Waller; 

A bill confirming certain land claims in the 
| State of Michigan; f 

A bill to authorize certain soldiers of the last 
war to surrender certain bounty lands, and to 
locate others in lieu thereof; 

A bill for the relief of J. and W. Beeson; and 

A bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made, under 
three several treaties between the United States 
and certain foreign Powers, which awards have 
|| been retained in the Treasury in payment of debts 
|| due to the United States. 


CIRCUIT COURT IN THE DISTRICT. 
| 


| The bill to explain and limit the powers of the 
| cireuit court of the District of Columbia coming 
|| up on its passage, 

|| Mr. PRENTISS moved that it be recommitted 
|, to the Committee on the Judiciary, with instruc- 
| tions; which were read. 

| Mr. PRESTON moved that the bill be indef- 
initely postponed; which was decided in the 
| negative—yeas 15, nays 26; as follows: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Bayard. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 





|| Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, Pres- 


|| ton, Rives, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Swift, and Tall- 
madge—lé. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
; of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, 
| Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robin- 
| son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Wall, Williams 





|| of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—26. 


| Mr. PRESTON then addressed the Senate in 

| opposition to the bill, and in favor of its recom- 

| mitment. : 

| The question being taken thereon, it was de- 

cided in the negative—yeas 15, nays 27; as fol- 

lows: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 

| Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, Pres- 

| ton, Rives, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Swift, and Tail- 

| madge—15. ; 

| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan; Cley 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, vet 


Young—27. 


The question was then taken on the passage of 
‘the bill, and decidéd in the affirmative—yeas 27, 
nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown Buchanan, Clay 


of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyoul, 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
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